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Martin  Luther  Beistle  -  A  Biography 

by 

Bill  Bugert 


Many  half  dollar  collectors  do  not  know  that  Martin  Luther  Beistle  was  a  prominent 
half  dollar  collector,  researcher  and  author  in  the  1920s.  Numismatically,  "ML",  as 
he  was  and  is  now  known,  made  a  significant  contribution  to  half  dollar  die  variety 
research  but  his  accomplishments  have  mostly  been  forgotten  and  credits  to  him  are 
now  only  an  occasional  auction  catalogue  citing.  He  researched  and  wrote  the  first 
book  on  half  dollar  die  varieties  in  1929,  the  only  authoritative  reference  book 
available  to  Bust  half  dollar  collectors  until  the  Overton  book  was  released  in  1967. 
A  more  complete  die  variety  reference  book  has  still  not  been  published  on  the 
Seated  half  dollar  series.  Little  is  known  about  ML's  life,  his  collecting  interests,  or 
his  history.  I  wish  to  correct  that  shortcoming  and  give  him  the  contemporary  credit 
he  deserves. 

I  purchased  my  copy  of  ML's  book,  by  chance  in  1973,  from  Cline's  Coins,  an 
Augusta,  Georgia  coin  shop.  At  that  time  I  was  new  to  collecting  Seated  half  dollars, 
just  out  of  college,  in  the  Army  stationed  at  Fort  Gordon,  GA,  and  finally  making  enough 
money  to  support  my  hobby.  I  asked  the  proprietor  what  reference  was  used  for  half 
dollar  varieties.  He  said  that  the  only  book  available  was  the  out-of-print  1 929  edition 
of  A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties  by  Martin  Luther  Beistle.  He 
further  stated  that  he  rarely  used  his  store  copy  and  offered  to  sell  it  to  me.  That  book 
purchase  accelerated  my  interest  in  half  dollars  that  continues  to  this  day. 

A  few  years  ago  while  strolling  the  streets  of  Gettysburg,  I  noticed  a  promotional 
sign  for  The  Beistle  Company  in  the  office  window  of  our  state  Congressman.  That 
struck  a  bell  with  me  so  I  checked  my  copy  of  ML's  book,  and  sure  enough,  The 
Beistle  Company  in  Shippensburg,  PA  published  his  book.  The  author  of  this  half 


Martin  Luther  Beistle 
Circa  1900 


Martin  Luther  Beistle 
Circa  1929 
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dollar  book  was  the  same  as  the  founder  of  The  Beistle  Company.  I  therefore  decided 
to  research  his  life  and  write  a  short  biography  that  will  provide  some  details  of  the 
man  behind  the  book.  A  trip  to  the  Shippensburg  library  started  two  years  of  research 
that  culminated  in  a  thorough  study  of  The  Beistle  Company  historical  files. 

Martin  Luther  Beistle  was  born  to  David  W.  Beistle  and  Mary  E.  Reddig  on  June 
26, 1 875  on  a  small  farm  near  Walnut  Bottom,  PA.  His  only  formal  education  was  in 
a  one  room  local  schoolhouse.  He  worked  on  the  family  farm  after  school  and  in  a 
local  country  store  where  he  experienced  the  mercantile  trade.  During  these  years, 
he  met  his  future  wife,  Anna  DeWalt.  After  their  wedding,  the  couple  struck  out  on 
their  own  and  settled  in  Pittsburg  where  ML  was  a  salesman  for  an  advertising 
specialties  and  calendar  firm.  He  was  successful  there  but  with  a  son  and  two 
daughters  to  support,  he  needed  additional  income.  With  otherfellow  businessmen, 
ML  started  his  own  calendar  manufacturing  and  sales  company  located  in  downtown 
Pittsburg,  PA.  The  business  was  so  successful  that  the  company  grew  into  the 
Pittsburg  Calendar  Company.  While  on  travels,  ML  noticed  some  worn  and 
deteriorated  artificial  palms  in  a  hotel  lobby.  Always  thinking  and  a  genius  for 
inventing  novelties,  he  started  experimenting  at  home  making  cloth,  dyes,  and  waxes 
to  improve  on  the  palms.  This  led  to  a  profitable  sideline  for  which  his  partner  was 
not  interested  and  the  subsequent  1900  birth  of  The  Beistle  Company.  ML  started 
this  new  business  in  his  basement. 

ML  needed  the  income  from  this  new  business  to  support  his  growing  family,  so 
he,  his  wife,  and  part-time  help  used  their  spare  time  for  the  production  of  novelties 
including  the  artificial  palms.  Business  was  good  and  eventually  ML  sold  his  interest 
in  the  Calendar  Company,  moved  back  near  home  to  Oakville,  PA  in  1 904,  and  called 
upon  his  family  for  assistance  in  creating  a  new  Beistle  Company.  In  1907  with  the 
financial  backing  of  a  few  prominent  Shippensburg,  PA  businessmen,  ML  rented  the 
second  floor  of  a  wooden  building  at  the  corner  of  20  East  Burd  Street  and  Apple 
Avenue  in  the  borough  of  Shippensburg  and  incorporated  in  1908.  Later,  this 
wooden  building  was  torn  down  and  ML  erected  a  modern  building  on  the  site.  This 
building  still  exists  today  but  is  used  for  other  purposes. 

During  World  War  I,  The  Beistle  Company  made  war  goods  for  the  US  Army 
including  instruction  tags  for  gas  masks,  a  few  of  which  I  found  in  the  company 
files.  After  the  war,  the  company  returned  to  making  civilian  goods  and  prospered. 
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A  common  story  of  ML's  ingenuity  originates  with  one  of  his  many  business  trips  to 
New  York  City.  He  was  seen  transfixed  by  a  large  ceiling  decoration  in  a  huge 
department  store.  Stating  that  he  thought  he  could  improve  on  the  design  and  make 
it  fold  up  for  easier  transportation,  his  company  came  out  with  a  collapsible  bell 
decoration  the  next  year.  The  principle  of  this  latticework  structure  is  still  widely  used 
on  paper  novelties  including  greeting  cards. 

By  the  early  1920s,  ML's  company  was  successfully  selling  volumes  of  greeting 
cards,  wrappings,  tags,  paper  garlands,  artificial  flowers,  twisted  cords,  and  tinseled 
ribbons.  He  was  stretched  thin  by  running  the  rapidly  expanding  company,  traveling, 
and  soliciting  orders.  About  this  time,  ML's  daughter,  Pearl,  married  Henry  E.  Luhrs, 
a  New  York  businessman.  ML  asked  Henry  to  assist  him  in  his  expanding  business 
and,  together,  they  moved  the  company  into  international  markets  and  first  rank 
prominence.  His  company  grew  to  envelop  a  full  city  block  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Boher  and  Hosfeld  Furniture  Company. 


The  Beistle  Co.  in  1935 
South  Orange  Street,  Shippensburg,  PA 


Throughout  the  1910s  and  1920s,  ML's  interests  in  numismatics  developed.  He 
amassed  a  vast  collection  of  half  dollars  and  wrote  the  first  authoritative  book  on  half 
dollar  die  varieties.  His  collection  and  book  will  be  addressed  in  detail  in  later  sections 
of  this  biography. 

In  his  later  years,  ML  suffered  from  ill  health  and  considered  retiring  as  early  as 
1 927.  On  Friday,  January  11,1 935,  after  working  in  good  spirits  all  morning,  he  went 
home  for  lunch  at  noon,  complained  of  feeling  tired,  suffered  a  heart  attack,  and  died 
twenty  minutes  later  in  his  living  room  at  the  age  of  59  years.  He  was  buried  with 
Masonic  services  in  Spring  Hill  Cemetery,  Shippensburg,  PA  on  the  following 
Monday.  His  gravesite,  beside  his  wife  and  most  of  their  children,  is  clearly  marked 
and  easily  found.  Besides  his  wife  Anna  Mary,  ML  left  behind  one  son  and  three 
daughters  when  he  died  in  1 935.  His  only  son  Arthur  was  born  in  1 895,  served  in  the 
US  Army  during  World  War  I  and  later  became  The  Beistle  Company  Research  Man. 
Of  his  three  surviving  daughters,  Ruth  was  born  in  1897,  Pearl  in  1899  and  Edna  in 
1 902.  Pearl  worked  administratively  in  The  Beistle  Company  and  her  husband  Henry 
E.  Luhrs  later  became  The  Beistle  Company  President.  A  fourth  daughter  Anna  was 
born  in  1904  but  she  had  died  very  young  in  1909. 
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After  ML's  death,  the  very  successful  Beistle  Company  expanded  to  two  more 
locations  and  is  currently  located  in  Shippensburg  on  a  huge  corporate  complex  at 
1-81  exit  29.  The  Beistle  Company  complex  is  next  to  the  northbound  lane  of  1-81  with 
a  prominent  "The  Beistle  Company"  sign.  Four  generations  of  the  Beistle  family  have 
been  in  the  company's  senior  management.  It  now  employs  over  265  people,  and 
manufactures  an  extensive  line  of  decorations  and  party  goods.  Tricia  Luhrs  Lacy, 
the  current  Beistle  Company  President,  and  Stephen  Luhrs,  the  current  Beistle 
Company  Chairman,  are  grandchildren  of  Pearl  Beistle  Luhrs. 


The  Beistle  Company  Complex  In  2007 
1-81  Exit  29,  Shippensburg,  PA 


The  Beistle  family  home  where  ML  died  was  located  at  521  West  King  Street, 
Shippensburg,  PA  about  three  blocks  from  the  site  of  the  old  Fort  Morris,  a  mid-1 700s 
wilderness  outpost.  Occupied  by  ML's  unmarried  daughter,  Ruth,  until  her  death  in 
1975,  it  was  sold,  demolished,  and  condominiums  were  constructed  on  the  site. 
Tricia  remembers  the  home  as  a  beautiful  old  red  brick  Victorian  mansion  with 
beautiful  gardens,  a  solarium  garden,  and  a  cherry  wood  staircase. 

Martin  Luther  Beistle  can  best  be  described  as  a  classic  self-made  man.  He  arose 
from  a  modest  background  to  a  very  successful  businessman,  husband,  father,  and 
prominent  numismatist.  In  one  of  his  letters,  ML  stated  that  he  wanted  to  make  a  mark 
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Beistle  Family  Home,  521  West  King  Street 
Shippensburg,  PA 

on  American  numismatics.  I  believe  he  accomplished  this  goal!  Here  we  are  more 
than  80  years  later  writing  about  him  and  his  book. 

Numismatically,  thefollowing  sections  on  ML's  half  dollar  collection,  his  book,  and 
his  unique  coin  holder  are  relevant  to  this  biography. 

The  ML  Beistle  Half  Dollar  Collection 

ML's  personal  interests  were  varied  and  many.  Besides  being  a  noted  numisma- 
tist, he  was  an  active  genealogist  and  was  an  ardent  collector  of  stamps,  autographs, 
Indian  artifacts,  rare  books,  newspapers  from  the  Civil  War,  meteorites,  rocks,  and 
minerals.  He  was  an  avid  hunter  and  angler  and  organized  hunting  and  fishing  trips 
locally,  in  the  western  US,  and  in  Canada.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  amateur 
moving  pictures  and  frequently  entertained  Shippensburg  groups  with  nature 
movies.  However,  his  interest  in  half  dollars  was  paramount. 

ML  started  collecting  half  dollars  of  all  designs  in  1 91 3.  In  the  foreword  of  his  book, 
he  states,  "In  making  the  collection  here  registered,  many  pleasant  hours  were  spent 
with  magnifying  glass,  pad  and  pencil.  For  more  than  twelve  years  all  spare  time 
available  from  business  and  family,  was  devoted  to  this  hobby.  During  those  years 
many  thousands  of  half  dollars,  of  all  dates,  were  carefully  examined  for  varieties. 
When  a  different  one  was  found  it  was  carefully  written  up  with  several  identifica- 
tions." From  this  statement  it  is  clear  that  ML  had  access  to  many  half  dollars  for  his 
research.  He  further  states  "...I  am  very  much  indebted  to  Mr  Green  for  loaning  me 
his  entire  collection  of  Half  Dollars  for  checking  die  varieties. . . ".  Reading  this  would 
lead  you  to  believe  that  ML  used  renowned  numismatist  Col  E.H.R.  Green's  half 
dollar  collection  as  his  reference  collection.  In  fact,  ML  sold  his  Half  Dollar  reference 
collection  to  Col  Green  after  he  decided  to  write  a  book. 

In  June  1927,  ML  contacted  Rudolph  Kohler  stating  he  was  selling  his  duplicate 
half  dollar  collection.  Kohler,  acting  as  Col  Green's  agent,  told  MLthat  his  "big  buyer 
wanted  only  the  best  or  none  at  all."  This  correspondence  started  the  sale  of  ML's 
primary  collection  to  Col  Green,  which  was  completed  by  late  1928,  almost  a  year 
ahead  of  ML's  book  publishing.  As  part  of  the  sale,  ML  agreed  to  give  credit  to  Col 
Green  as  he  says  "...it  was  my  intention  to  give  you  full  credit  as  having  owned  the 
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entire  collection  as  described  in  the  book.  I,  of  course,  will  take  credit  as  the  author 
of  the  book." 

So  why  did  ML  sell  his  collection? 

One  reason  for  the  sale  of  his  half  dollar  collection  is  evident  in  a  March  26, 1 928 
letter  to  William  Hesslein,  a  Boston  coin  dealer  who  criticized  ML's  coin  photography. 
ML  states " . .  .for  more  than  a  year  I  have  been  unable  to  add  anything  to  my  collection 
of  Half  Dollars,  and  I  am  fearful  that  my  book  would  receive  the  same  severe  criticism 
as  the  photographs... I  may  drop  the  matter  of  getting  out  the  book,  as  I  am  not  as 
enthusiastic  over  the  hobby  as  I  was  a  few  years  ago,  since  I  have  reached  the  point 
where  I  cannot  do  anything  with  it." 

Secondly,  in  a  July  3, 1928  letter  to  Rudolph  Kohler,  ML  states,  "...Neither  time  nor 
money  was  spared  in  collecting  these  varieties,  and  now  my  only  reason  for  offering 
the  collection  for  sale  is  on  account  of  the  severe  financial  losses  that  I  have  suffered 
during  the  past  two  years. . . ."  I  was  unable  to  find  any  evidence  to  show  The  Beistle 
Company  or  ML  was  not  fiscally  sound.  Actually,  even  with  the  oncoming  stock 
market  crash  of  October  1 929  and  the  Great  Depression,  company  records  show  his 
business  increased  by  25%  during  this  time  and  personally,  ML  dabbled  in  western 
mining  stocks  and,  apparently  from  his  correspondence,  this  was  highly  profitable. 
Perhaps,  this  was  an  excuse  for  other  reasons  discussed  here. 

Finally,  in  a  November  11,1 930  letter  to  Thomas  Elder,  ML  disclosed  yet  another 
more  compelling  reason  for  selling  his  collection.  ML  states  "...I  find  that  the  close 
work  that  I  did  on  Half  Dollars  has  injured  my  eyes  to  such  an  extent  that  I  am  unable 
to  see  even  with  good  glasses  to  continue  coin  collecting.  I  have  been  thinking  of 
selling  my  collection  forthe  past  three  or  four  years,  but  always  put  it  off  for  the  reason 
that  I  do  not  like  to  part  with  them." 

From  The  Beistle  Company  files,  I  was  able  to  reconstruct  some  valuable 
information  on  ML's  half  dollar  collection.  The  table  below  is  a  summary  of  ML's  half 
dollar  holdings. 

Beistle  Half  Dollar  Collection 

1 .  Primary  Collection  -  1 549  coins.  Sold  to  Col  Green  on  July  1 9,  1 928  for  $7500. 

2.  Duplicates  -  about  5000  coins.  Offered  to  Rudolph  Kohler  on  July  26, 1 928.  Kohler 
declined,  disposition  unknown. 

3.  Other  coins  including  sixty  six  1 794  and  1 795  half  dollars  - 1 71 2  coins.  Sold  to  Col 
Green  on  October  19,  1928  for  $4500. 

4.  Johnson  Assortment  of  1 794  and  1 795  half  dollars  -  28  coins.  Sold  to  Col  Green 
on  December  12,  1928  for  $712.43. 

5.  Total  -  about  8289  coins.  Including  coins  with  Bust,  Seated,  Barber,  Walking 
Liberty  and  Commemorative  designs. 

By  any  standard,  8289  half  dollars  is  an  incredible  number  and  unlikely  to  be 
duplicated  now  without  prohibitive  resources!  ML  described  his  collection  as 
grading  VF  to  Uncirculated,  which,  by  today's  standards,  meant  anything  from 
extremely  fine  to  uncirculated. 

ML  obtained  his  half  dollars  from  many  sources.  ML  picked  some  out  of  circulation 
and  later  cashed  in  200  of  his  duplicates  at  the  bank!  He  purchased  others  for  55tf, 
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while  still  others  cost  him  $3.00.  He  attended  auctions  by  Thomas  Elder,  purchased 
coins  locally  from  Charles  Renick,  Chambersburg,  PA,  hunted  coins  through  the 
postal  mail,  and  even  routinely  traveled  on  business  to  his  New  York  City  office  to 
meet  with  clients  and  to  purchase  coins.  While  in  New  York  City,  he  would 
occasionally  meet  with  Rudolph  Kohler,  a  coin  dealer  with  whom  ML  bought  and  sold 
coins.  Kohler  eventually  brokered  the  sale  of  ML's  primary  collection  to  Col  Green. 
David  Proskey,  to  whom  his  book  is  dedicated,  was  his  numismatic  confidant  but  very 
little  is  known  about  his  relationship  with  him. 

Here  is  an  extract  of  his  listing  of  Seated  half  dollars  in  his  primary  collection  from 
a  July  3,  1928  letter  to  Rudolph  Kohler: 

"...1839-11,  including  1  with  a  beaded  milling,  1840-1  reverse  over  1839  and 
1  proof,  1 841  -  7, 1 842  - 1 6, 2  re-cut  dates  and  2  proofs,  1 843  - 1 6,  one  oblique  date, 
1 844  -  8, 2  re-cut  dates,  844 first  cut  lower,  1 845  -7,1 846  -16,2  varieties  of  horizontal 
6,  and  3  over  1 845, 1 847  - 1 0,  one  over  1 846  and  1  proof,  1 848  -  8,  including  a  very 
rare  proof,  1 849  -  8,  double  cut  date  over  1 849, 1 850  -  2, 1 851  -  4, 1 852  -  6  varieties 
of  this  very  rare  date,  1 853  -  1 7  varieties  of  this  date  with  rays  and  arrows,  1 854  -  8, 
1 855  -  5, 1 856  -5,  1 857  -  1 2,  including  1  proof,  1 858  -  1 1 ,  with  2  proofs,  1 859  -  6,  1 
proof,  1 860  -  4, 1  proof,  1 861  -  6, 1  proof,  1 862  -  4,  2  of  which  are  proofs,  1 863  -  4, 

1  proof,  1864  -  5,  1  proof,  1  copper  pattern  "In  God  We  Trust",  1865  -  5,  1  proof,  1 
copper  pattern  of  regular  issue." 

"1 866  -  4,  one  proof,  1  copper  pattern  "In  God  We  Trust",  1 867  -  2, 1  proof,  1 868 
-6,  1  proof,  1869-3,  1  proof,  1870-4,  1  proof,  1871  -6,  1  proof,  1872-4,  1873- 
1 2, 1  proof  without  arrows,  and  1  proof  with  arrows,  1 874  -  6, 1  proof,  1 875  -  7,  with 

2  proofs  and  1  variety  with  a  crown  on  the  breast,  1 876  -  5,  one  proof,  1 877  -  4, 1 878 
-  4, 2  proofs,  1 879  -3,2  proofs,  1 880  -  2, 1  proof,  1 881  -  2, 1  proof,  1 882  -2,2  proofs, 
1 883  -  2, 1  proof,  1 884  - 1  proof,  1 885  -  2  proofs,  1 886  -  2  proofs,  1 887  -  2, 1  proof, 
1888-2,  1  proof,  1889-2,  1  proof,  1890-3,  1  proof,  1891  -3,  1  proof..." 

"Carson  City  Mint,  20  varieties,  all  of  the  dates,  1870  to  1878  inclusive." 

"New  Orleans  Mint,  207  varieties,  from  1 838  to  1 861  inclusive  when  the  Mint  was 
closed,  and  re-opened  in  1892  to  1909.  Included  in  these  are  2  varieties  of  1842, 
small  date  with  reverse  of  1840.  1844,  date  first  cut  in  the  base  of  Liberty,  1845  a 
double  cut  date  to  right  and  double  cut  date  to  left  and  a  triple  cut  date,  also  an 
excessively  rare  variety  where  Liberty's  hand  is  not  resting  on  a  rock." 

"1846  over  1845, 1847  proof,  1851  proof,  1852-2  varieties,  1853  with  arrows  and 
rays,  8  varieties,  1854, 1  with  a  double  cut  date  and  one  with  a  triple  cut  date,  1855 
double  cut  date,  1861  -  1  variety  struck  from  the  same  die  that  was  used  by  the 
Confederacy  to  strike  their  Confederate  Half  Dollar  proof,  this  proof  is  now  in  the 
collection  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Scott's  re-strike  Confederate  Half 
Dollar  and  Scott's  Confederate  Half  Dollar  Card."... 

"The  San  Francisco  Mint,  1 48  varieties,  all  dates  1 855  to  1 878  inclusive  when  the 
Mint  was  closed,  and  re-opened  1892  to  date.  In  this  is  included  the  rarity  of  1878 
and  also  a  unique  1 875  that  has  no  reeding,  as  it  was  made  without  the  reeding  collar. 
All  of  the  small  "s"  and  large  "S"  varieties." 

I  counted  1 479  varieties  and  sub-varieties  in  ML's  book.  This  number  very  closely 
matches  the  1549  coins  in  his  primary  collection  that  was  sold  to  Col  Green. 

Incidentally,  ML  collected  other  series  and  sold  them  as  well  through  circulars 
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published  as  early  as  1 923.  He  offered  Col  Green  a  large  lot  of  colonial  coppers  and 
even  sold  him  100  copies  of  coin  auction  catalogues  dating  from  1913. 

The  Beistle  Book  on  Half  Dollars 
A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties 

At  the  urging  of  his  fellow  collectors  and  after  studying  and  recording  notes  on 
many  thousands  of  half  dollars  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  ML  decided  in  early 
1 927  to  publish  a  half  dollar  variety  book.  It  took  approximately  two  years  to  write  his 
book  but  it  is  evident  he  worked  on  notes  for  well  over  a  decade.  He  sought  out  an 
opinion  on  the  idea  of  publishing  a  book  from  F.C.C.  Boyd.  Boyd  wrote  a  two-page 
letter  listing  advice  on  everything  from  advertising,  pricing,  illustrations,  photo- 
graphs, book  format,  and  printing  style.  ML  also  had  Howland  Wood,  The  American 
Numismatic  Society's  Curator,  review  and  provide  comments  and  corrections  to  his 
draft  numismatic  primer,  which  was  finalized  in  his  book. 

ML's  letters  and  book  advertisements  mention  that  he  had  over  1500  variety 
listings.  I  counted  the  actual  number  in  the  book  and  determined  there  are  1143 
varieties  and  336  sub-varieties  for  a  total  of  1479. 

In  December  1928,  ML  received  a  book  price  quote  from  The  Evangelical  Press, 
Harrisburg,  PA,  a  printing,  electrotyping,  and  bookbinding  firm  located  about  30 
miles  from  ML's  home  and  business.  In  this  price  quote,  ML  had  planned  to  have 
1000  copies,  of  which  25  had  leather  binding  and  gilt  page  edges,  each  with  128 
pages  and  6  pages  of  photographic  inserts.  The  production  cost  was  $730, 
additional  copies  at  520  per  copy.  Leather  binding  and  gold  edges  were  an 
additional  $1 .35  per  copy. 

Meanwhile,  ML  continued  to  work  on  the  book  and  kept  Col  Green  apprised  of  the 
book  progress.  He  reported  ". .  .our  book  is  now  at  the  publisher;  the  type  is  set  and 
we  will  no  doubt  have  it  ready  to  distribute  about  June  1s'...."  The  foreword  of  ML's 
book  is  dated  June  1, 1929. 

The  book  distribution  was  not  made  on  June  1,  1929.  ML  gave  additional 
instructions  changing  the  number  of  copies  and  the  type  of  paper.  It  was  probably 
just  as  well  that  the  printing  was  delayed  because  ML  was  still  making  edits  in  June. 
Meanwhile,  ML  was  advertising  the  book  through  flyers  and  in  various  numismatic 
papers  including  The  Numismatist.  Orders  were  coming  in  and  the  printing  staff  was 
taking  vacations,  further  delaying  its  completion.  Finally,  the  cloth  bound  editions 
were  shipped  on  July  30,  1929  while  the  De  Luxe  leather  bound  editions  were 
delayed  for  the  delivery  of  the  leather.  In  mid-August  1 929,  the  De  Luxe  editions  were 
shipped  but  without  the  serial  numbers  and  the  gilt  page  edges.  These  were 
returned,  problems  were  corrected,  and  they  were  finally  shipped  in  two  lots,  the  first 
on  September  18. 

The  Evangelical  Press  sent  an  invoice  for  the  book  publishing  on  August  28, 1 929 
for  a  total  of  $1 ,850.03  including  1 000  bound  copies,  1 35  De  Luxe  leather  bound  and 
865  green  cloth  bound  editions,  and  200  unbound  copies  each  with  260  pages.  The 
table  and  illustrations  below  summarize  information  for  the  three  types  of  copies. 

De  Luxe  Edition  -  Number  Printed:  1 35.  All  were  individually  serial  numbered  #1 
to  #1 35.  Possibly  ten  others  exist.  Size:  9  Vs"  x  6  %".  Cover:  Brown  morocco  leather 
binding,  hand  stitched,  gold  stamping.  Seven  pages  of  actual  photographs,  gold 
edged  pages  interleaved  with  blanks,  individually  autographed.  Original  Retail  Price: 
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$1 5.00.  The  Evangelical  Press  shipped  1 00  copies,  #36  through  #1 35,  to  Col  Green 
on  September  23,  1929.  ML  gave  and  sold  the  other  copies  to  his  friends  and 
numismatic  colleagues  including:  #1  to  Col  Green,  #4  he  kept  for  himself,  #19  to 
A.W.  Browning,  #31  to  Wayte  Raymond.  Afew  copies  were  available  as  late  as  1 951 . 

Cloth  Bound  Edition  -  Number  Printed:  865.  Size:  9  5/i6"  x  6  7/ie".  Cover:  Green 
cloth  cover,  gold  stamping.  Seven  pages  of  half  tone  photographs.  Original  Retail 
Price:  $7.50.  The  Evangelical  Press  shipped  200  copies  to  Col  Green  on  August  7, 
1 929.  Those  shipped  directly  to  ML  were  sold  in  lots  and  piecemeal.  On  July  9, 1 956 
the  last  280  copies  in  the  Beistle  estate  were  sold  to  Bebee's  for  $1000. 

Unbound  Edition,  Later  Card  Covered  -  Number  Printed:  200.  Size:  9  W  x  6  Vs" 
Cover:  Black  card  covers,  gold  stamped  with  a  title.  Seven  pages  of  half  tone 
photographs.  Original  Retail  Price:  Unknown.  ML  requested  these  in  his  updated 
order  to  The  Evangelical  Press.  The  printer  held  these  unbound  copies  for  27  years 
until  they  were  delivered  to  The  Beistle  Company  in  1 956.  Later  that  year,  1 98  copies 
were  bound  in  black  card  covers,  gold  stamped  with  a  title,  and  sold  to  Bebee's  for 
$396.  Disposition  of  the  two  remaining  unbound  copies  is  unknown. 

On  October  9, 1 929,  The  Evangelical  Press  sent  ML  an  additional  invoice  of  $1 3.50 
under  a  separate  job  number  for  "Binding  1 0  copies  De  Luxe  Half  Dollars  @  $1 .35". 
I  cannot  explain  these  additional  1 0  copies  other  than  to  say  that  one  of  ML's  book 
advertising  circulars  mentions  145  De  Luxe  editions.  The  original  order  had  135 
copies  all  numbered  and  the  copies  found  today  are  numbered  #1  through  #135. 
There  may  be  10  additional  De  Luxe  copies  without  serial  numbers,  10  copies 
numbered  #136  through  #145  or  some  other  variation.  The  extra  10  copies  must 
exist  because  The  Evangelical  Press  requested  photographic  plates  for  these  in  a 
letter  to  ML  on  September  18,  1929. 

After  the  book  was  published,  ML  sent  complimentary  De  Luxe  copies  to  a  few  of 
hisfriends  and  colleagues,  filled  pre-publication  orders,  and  sold  others.  He  solicited 
opinions  as  to  the  merits  of  his  book,  received  almost  exclusively  complimentary 
accolades,  and  used  a  few  remarks  in  his  advertising  circular.  ML  used  quotes 
mostly  from  well-known  numismatists  such  as  B.  Max  Mehl,  F.C.C.  Boyd,  Julius 
Guttag,  Barney  Bluestone,  C.  Lee  Tubbs,  M.H.  Bolender,  John  Zug,  J.G.  Anderson, 
and  Moritz  Wormser. 
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The  copyright  #A10506  on  the  book  was  renewed  as  #R1 74443  by  ML's 
daughter,  Pearl,  in  July  1 956  who  assigned  it  to  Aubrey  E.  Bebee  as  part  of  the  sale 
of  the  remaining  copies  of  the  book.  The  renewed  copyright  expired  on  July  25, 1 985. 

The  three  copy  styles  are  readily  distinguishable  using  the  information  contained 
herein.  Copies  of  all  the  styles  can  be  found  through  various  sources  including 
numismatic  book  dealers,  eBay,  and  individual  collectors.  The  De  Luxe  editions 
command  the  highest  price  and  when  available  sell  for  more  than  several  hundred 
dollars.  Copies  of  the  other  styles  can  be  found  for  less  than  $1 00  but  I  have  found 
that  the  Black  Card  Cover  edition  is  the  least  available.  Bebee  reprinted  the  book  in 
1964  and  copies  of  this  edition  can  also  be  found. 

I  informally  keep  records  on  the  De  Luxe  editions  simply  because  they  are  serial 
numbered.  However,  I  have  found  some  inconsistencies  that  I  am  unable  to  resolve. 
For  example,  copies  #36  through  #135  were  originally  shipped  to  Col  Green  as 
stated  in  a  letter  that  I  found  from  ML  to  Col  Green.  These  100  copies  were  later 
auctioned  in  four  lots  of  25  at  the  Parke-Bernet  Galleries  sale  on  11/09/1943. 
However,  copy  #84  was  listed  in  the  Kolbe  6/10/2000  sale  as  having  an  accompa- 
nying letter  from  ML  to  H.  VH.  Proskey  who  was  David  Proskey's  son.  Was  the  copy 
in  the  Kolbe  sale  incorrectly  listed  and  should  it  actually  be  #34?  This  would  appear 
to  make  more  sense  but  additional  research  is  needed  on  the  current  status  of  the 
De  Luxe  editions. 

As  a  point  of  clarification,  the  title  page  of  this  book  lists  it  as  published  by  The 
Beistle  Company,  Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania  but  it  was  actually  printed  by  The 
Evangelical  Press,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

The  location  of  ML's  original  book  notes  and  the  original  book  manuscript  with  his 
edits  is  unknown.  ML  did  have  his  library  in  a  building  on  the  Shippensburg  square, 
a  few  blocks  from  his  home  and  work,  but  that  building  suffered  heavily  from  a 
devastating  fire  in  December  1932.  He  donated  much  of  his  personal  library, 
presumably  that  which  survived  the  fire,  to  the  Shippensburg  Public  Library  in  late 
1 934  two  months  before  his  death  but  the  disposition  of  its  numismatic  contents  and, 
presumably,  his  notes,  is  uncertain.  I  did  not  find  them  in  the  Shippensburg  Public 
Library,  his  family  does  not  have  them,  and  The  Beistle  Company  archives  did  not 
contain  them.  ML's  personal  copy  of  Hazeltine's  type  table  with  his  hand  written 
notes  is  now  owned  by  a  collector.  The  printing  plates  from  ML's  book  are 
supposedly  in  the  ANA  Museum.  I  checked  with  the  ANA  library  for  a  listing  of  Beistle 
material  but  was  unable  to  get  definitive  information  on  its  holdings.  Perhaps  more 
of  his  personal  notes  and  other  reference  material  will  be  discovered  at  some  point 
in  the  future. 

The  "Unique  Coin  Holder" 

ML  stored  his  half  dollar  collection  in  holders  he  invented,  what  he  called  the 
"Unique  Coin  Holder."  The  history  of  this  holder  is  neatly  and  conveniently  summed 
up  in  an  exchange  of  letters  between  Dorothy  Faxon,  distributor  for  Wayte  Raymond, 
and  Henry  E.  Luhrs,  President  of  The  Beistle  Company. 

On  July  22,  1960,  Dorothy  Faxon  sent  a  letter  to  Henry  E.  Luhrs  asking  "For 
advertising  purposes,  could  you  tell  me  the  year  in  which  Mr.  Beistle  and  Mr. 
Raymond  started  making  coin  albums  together?. ..An  ad  of  ours  on  the  back  cover 
of  "The  Numismatist"  states  "over  twenty-five  years".  It  is  probably  much  longer,  and 
I  thought  you  would  know  the  history." 
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On  July  27,  1960,  Mr.  Luhrs  answered  with  "Your  memo  of  July  22nd  concerning 
coin  pages,  and  some  historical  data  received.  I  am  pleased  to  advise  that  the  Coin 
Holder  was  invented  by  Mr.  Beistle  in  July  1 927,  as  a  means  of  handling  his  half-dollar 
collection.  Because  others  were  interested  also,  he  made  some  other  sizes 
experimentally,  and  then  decided  to  make  these  up  and  offer  them  to  collectors,  and 
a  limited  number  of  dealers  for  distribution.  Mr.  Wayte  Raymond  was  one  of  the 
earliest  of  these  dealers  who  expressed  an  interest  in  it.  The  patent  application  was 
filed  on  October  26, 1 927,  which  application  was  allowed  on  February  23, 1 929,  and 
the  actual  patent  was  issued  as  No.  1,719,962. 

The  following  is  primarily  from  my  own  memory;  namely,  I  felt  that  if  a  product  was 
going  to  be  wisely  distributed,  it  would  have  to  be  done  by  someone  interested  in  the 
business,  and  it  was,  therefore,  about  mid-year  1931  that  I  proposed  that  Scott's 
Stamp  and  Coin  Company  act  as  distributors.  Because  of  Mr.  Raymond's  connec- 
tion with  them,  and  his  earlier  interest,  it  was  decided  that  he  would  be  responsible, 
and  would  handle  the  distribution  largely  through  Scott.  I  believe  this  lasted  only  for 
several  years,  when  Scott  decided  that  they  were  primarily  interested  in  stamps  only, 
and  the  coin  end  was  carried  on  primarily  by  Mr.  Raymond.  At,  or  about  this  time, 
I  believe,  he  incorporated  and  no  doubt  you  know  pretty  much  the  balance  of  the 
story  to  date. 

The  original  holders  were  made  with  a  white  cover,  intended  primarily  to  write  on 
in  ink  the  information  and  description,  and  were  unprinted,  except  for  the  patent 
number.  The  name  given  by  Mr.  Beistle  to  these  was  'The  Unique  Coin  Holder",  and 
first  printing,  other  than  the  patent  number,  was  that  of  simply  a  heading  as  to  types; 
i.e.,  "United  States  Cents",  or  "United  States  Dimes",  etc.  Afterthe  patent  was  issued 
and  some  printing  was  placed  on  the  holder,  the  most  popular  number  was  the 
Commemorative  Half-Dollar,  on  which  the  printed  information  with  dates,  appeared 
under  each  proper  opening  in  chronological  order.  All  these  holders  were  the  so- 
called  Large  Size,  and  it  was  Mr.  Raymond's  suggestion  fairly  early  in  the  develop- 
ment, that  the  new  smaller  size,  5"  x  8",  be  added;  it  being  his  thought  that  after  a  year 
or  two  the  large  size  would  be  discontinued,  but  the  large  size  proved  to  be  more 
practical  for  some  people  who  not  only  already  had  a  considerable  number  of  them, 
but  for  making  a  more  comprehensive  display,  and  so  the  sale  of  both  sizes 
continued  through  the  years  to  date. 

Just  prior  to  World  War  II,  I  believe,  was  when  the  first  Popular  Albums  were  made 
in  order  to  develop  wider  interest  in  the  coin  collecting  game  by  beginners.  I  had 
previously  thought  something  of  this  sort,  the  exact  date  I  do  not  recall,  but  it  was  at 
the  time  of  the  severe  hurricane  which  hit  the  North  Atlantic  States,  and  did  so  much 
damage  up  through  New  England,  when  all  of  the  land  traffic  was  stalled,  because 
I  was  attending  a  convention  at  Swampscott,  and  we  were  stranded  in  Boston  due 
to  the  storm.  It  was  not  until  the  next  day  that  we  were  able  to  get  plane  transportation 
out,  which  I  remember,  because  it  was  my  first  plane  ride,  and  one  of  the  others 
attending  in  a  similar  situation  was  the  sales  manager  of  Whitman  Publishing 
Company.  On  the  way  home  in  the  plane  we  were  sitting  along  side  each  other 
discussing  various  things,  and  he  inquired  about  our  Coin  Holders.  I  explained  to  him 
that  we  manufactured  these  primarily  for  collectors,  and  that  they  were  distributed 
through  Wayte  Raymond.  However,  I  suggested  to  him  that  if  he  wanted  to  do 
anything  for  the  collectors  of  coins,  perhaps  something  in  a  popular,  or  low  priced 
holder  by  simply  punching  holes  in  a  card  without  slides,  could  be  made  for  sale 
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through  the  5  &  1 00,  which  was  one  of  their  major  outlets  for  their  books.  This  was 
simply  an  earlier  conviction  of  mine,  which  I  believed  would  never  interest  Mr. 
Raymond,  because  up  to  then  our  interest  was  primarily  in  the  advanced  collector. 
It  was,  therefore,  something  of  a  shock  and  surprise  to  me  to  find  out  several  years 
later,  after  Whitman  had  decided  to  do  something  with  the  idea,  that  Mr.  Raymond 
called  me  to  New  York  and  explained  he  felt  we  should  get  into  something  like 
Popular  Albums  for  beginners,  with  the  hope  that  they  would  develop  into  real  coin 
collectors.  It  was  then  that  I  recommended  the  present  Popular  style,  with  slides  over 
one  face  only,  which  was  a  midway  scheme  between  the  slideless  Whitman  holder 
and  our  double  slide  holders.  As  a  result,  the  Popular  Albums  came  into  existence, 
and  have  been  augmented  with  other  series  for  the  accommodation  of  most  United 
States  coin  series. 

There  are  several  other  minor  coin  holding  devices,  the  one  -  a  tray  with  the  blocks 
being  the  most  radical;  the  other  simply  being  minor  adaptations  of  the  original. 

I  think  this  pretty  well  covers  points  about  which  you  expressed  an  interest.  Should 
there  be  anything  else,  please  feel  free  to  drop  me  a  note." 

I  found  many  types  of  coin  holders  and  advertising  circulars  in  The  Beistle 
Company  Archives.  Most  of  the  holders  had  handwritten  notes  stating  when  they 
were  made,  the  cutting  dies  and  materials  used,  and  approval  signatures.  Here  are 
sample  photos  of  the  basic  styles  of  the  Unique  Coin  Holder. 

The  illustrated  original  Unique  Coin  Holders,  also  known  as  Large  Size  Holders, 
are  No.1  and  No. 4  pre-February  1 929  models  made  before  the  patent  was  granted. 
They  are  marked  "Patent  Pending"  and  "Patent  Applied  For",  are  heavy  white  cover 
cardboard  stapled  and  holed  with  white  cloth  tape  on  the  edges,  measure  71/2"  x  1 4", 
and  have  transparent  celluloid  slides  on  both  sides  of  the  coin  slots  for  each  row  of 
coins.  Individual  pages  could  be  arranged  with  several  holders  with  loose-leaf  rings 
to  form  collection  books.  These  individual  pages  were  originally  priced  at  $1 .00 
each.  They  were  advertised  in  circulars  as  early  as  1927. 


■ 


The  Unique  Coin  Holder  The  Unique  Coin  Holder 

Large  Size  Holder  No.  1  Large  Size  Holder  No.  4 
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Two  Sided  Coin  View  Holder 

Two  sided  coin  view  holder,  new  5x8  inch  size,  circa  1930.  Single  card,  green 
colored  with  single  slide  per  row  of  coins,  two-side  coin  view,  fiber  tape  around  the 
edges  and  holed  for  use  in  a  notebook,  one  row  of  4  half  dollar  sized  holes,  1 .315", 
and  one  row  of  5  half  dollar  sized  holes,  1 .208",  actual  size  8"  x  SVfe".  Marked  with 
"Wayte  Raymond"  and  the  patent  number  "1,719,962". 


UNITED  STATES  HALF  DOLLARS 


r  r  rrr 


Single  Side  Coin  View  Holder 

Single  side  coin  view  holder,  5x8  inch  size,  circa  1940.  Single  card,  vanilla 
colored  with  single  slide  per  row  of  coins,  one-side  coin  view  only,  holed  for  use  in 
a  notebook,  two  rows  of  5  half  dollar  sized  holes,  actual  size  8"  x  51/2".  This  one  is 
unmarked  other  than  the  file  number  but  others  that  are  similar  are  annotated  " . .  .like 
sent  to  W.  Raymond,  Inc.  11/23/40..." 
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Libertij  Head 
Half  Dollars 


1892 '1904 


Popular  Album  Model  P 


Popular  Album  Model  P,  circa  1 954.  Annotated  on  cover  "Like  sent  W.R.  2/25/54". 
4  pages,  single  side  view  only  with  slide,  2  rows  of  5  openings,  light  green  card  cover, 
cloth  taped  binding,  actual  size  8"  x  51/2".  The  initials  "W.R."  indicate  Wayte 
Raymond. 


Unique  Coin  Holder  Cabinet  of  Oak,  circa  1930.  The  Beistle  Company  offered 
these  for  free  with  an  order  of  twenty  five  5x8  inch  Unique  Holders.  These  cabinets 
stored  up  to  forty  5x8  inch  coin  holders  and  had  brass  fittings  and  trim.  They  were 
priced  separately  at  $3.00.  I  was  unable  to  find  one  of  these  at  The  Beistle  Company 
but  the  scanned  image  is  an  extract  from  a  circular. 

The  Unique  Coin  Holders  were  made  available  to  the  public  as  early  as  1927. 
Wayte  Raymond  sent  ML  a  letter  with  a  large  order  for  coin  holders  dated  9/6/1 927, 
which  said,  "My  dear  Mr.  Beistle,  I  congratulate  you  on  doing  something  for 
collectors  in  the  way  of  coin  holders.  Enclosed  please  find  my  check  for  a  complete 
set  and  the  covers.  Yours  very  truly,  Wayte  Raymond".  Prominent  numismatists 
including  Col  Green  ordered  large  numbers  of  holders  of  many  sizes.  Based  on  the 
informational  circulars  I  found  in  the  files,  distribution  of  the  unique  coin  holders  was 


Unique  Coin  Holder  Cabinet  of  Oak 
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made  through  The  Beistle  Company  in  Shippensburg,  PA,  Wayte  Raymond  in  New 
York,  John  B.  Boss  in  Philadelphia,  Horace  M.  Grant  in  Providence,  Rl,  William  Rabin 
in  Philadelphia,  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  in  New  York,  DeSoto  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  in 
Chicago,  and  most  likely  others. 

The  patent  for  the  Unique  Coin  Holder  was  later  sold  to  Wayte  Raymond  and  is  a 
separate  story. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837      No  Stars,  XF-45   $375 

1844-0  Small  o.VF-30    850 

1849      MS-63    550 

1851-  0  VF   125 

1852-  0  Fine   75 

1853  NAAU   500 

1853WAAU-55    200 

1861  AU   90 

1861/0   AU   500 

1862  AU   125 

1865      MS-60    1300 

1867  Proof-65    1725 

1868  AU   550 

1868-S   MS-63    925 

DIMES 

1838-0  XF-40   

1838-  0  VG  

1839-  0  Large  0,  GR-102,  XF 

1839-0  AU-55  

1841-0  XF  

1844  Good   

1845  AU  


  $800 

  80 

  200 

  400 

  150 

  295 

  150 

1845-0  MS-60    6000 

1846  XF-45    1700 

1847  MS-60,  GR-1 03    1300 

1849-0  Small  o.AU    1000 

1856-0  XF   500 

1861-S  XF   500 

1873-S  XF   200 

1877-CCXF   60 

1879     VF,  GR-102   500 

1887-S   MS-60    200 

1889      MS-64    550 

1891-0  AU   100 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  AU-55   $750 

1875-S  XF   225 

1875-S  Fine   150 

1875-S/S  AU-55    700 

1875-CC  AU-55    1200 

1875-CCAU   995 

1875-CC  VG   400 

1876  MS-63,  lightly  cleaned    1500 

1876     AU-55    900 

1876     XF   650 

QUARTERS 

1838  XF-45,  Briggs  1-A    $550 

1839  XF,  Open  Claws   450 

1840-O  NDXF-45,  Briggs  2-B   550 

1840-O  WD  Small  o,AU   500 


QUARTERS 

1842-0  Large  Date,  AU    $650 

1848/48  XF,  Briggs  1-B   300 

1853/4   Fine   200 

1855-  0  Fine   125 

1856-  S  AU,  Briggs  2-C   1300 

1858-  S  XF,  Briggs  2-A   700 

1859-  S  XF   3000 

1864     XF   325 

1865-  S  VF-30    650 

1866-  S  XF   1600 

1867     AU-55    1200 

1869     AU   1250 

1876-  CC  MS-63,  cleaned   1000 

1877-  CCXF   125 

1878     Fine-15   100 

1878-  CCXF   200 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842     XF-45,  Medium  Date   $275 

1856-  0  AU-55    275 

1857-  S   PCIVF-35   600 

1858     AU-58    375 

1858  XF   125 

1859  XF   150 

1860-  O  MS-60,  WB-104    650 

1861      MS-60,  WB-101    550 

1861-  0  XF-45    200 

1863-S   MS-60,  WB-1 02    600 

1863-S  VF   80 

1864     XF   115 

1871-  CCXF   2500 

1872-  CCXF   500 

1873-  CCWAVG-10   350 

1874-  CC  AU-55    9000 

1876-S  MS-63,  WB-101,  cleaned   900 

1885     Proof-64    1800 

1890     VG-10   400 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1846  AU-55   $1500 

1847  VG-10   290 

1850     XF,  rim  ding   1300 

1850-O  VF   795 

1850-O  VG-10   425 

1857     XF   1500 

1859-0  XF   500 

1859-S   XF   3000 

1860  XF-45    650 

1866  XF   700 

1867  XF-45    850 

1869     VF   475 

1873      AU-50    1500 

1873     Fine   350 


Ten  day  return  privilege.  New  York  residents  please  add  sales  tax.  Checks  must  clear  my  bank.  No  charge  cards.  Coins  removed 
from  holders  considered  sold.  Please  add  $7  for  postage  and  insurance  on  orders  up  to  $500,  $1 2  for  orders  from  $501  to  $1 000, 
$20  for  orders  from  $1 001  to  $2000,  $25  for  orders  over  $2000.  Coin  grades  based  on  Photograde  and  industry  grading  standards. 

Ira  Meltzer  •  LSCC  #1656 

P.O.  Box  1053  •  Seaford,  New  York  11783  •  Telephone:  (516)  794-2845 
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Congratulates  the 


Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
on  the  publication  of  Issue  #100 
of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

The  entire  staff  at  Stack's  is 
grateful  for  all  your  efforts 
in  the  advancement  of 
numismatic  scholarship. 


Toll-Free:  800-566-2580 


New  York  Office 


Phone:212-582-2580 
Fax:212-245-5018 


1 23  West  57th  Street 
New  York,  NY  10019 


Wolfeboro  Office 

P.O.  Box  1804 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toil-Free:  866-811-1804 
Phone:  603-569-0823 
Fax:  603-569-3875 


www.stacks.com 
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Kamal  M.  Ahwash,  First  LSCC  President 

by 

Len  Augsburger 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash  was  born  on  January  6, 1 924  into  an  immigrant  family  in  West 
Virginia.  His  father  worked  as  a  pack  salesman,  hauling  provisions  into  the  coal  fields 
to  supply  the  miners.  The  family  was  also  involved  in  the  grocery  business.  A  brother, 
Eddie  Ahwash,  indicated  that  day-to-day  living  was  challenging,  and  all  of  the 
brothers  and  sisters  worked  to  help  support  the  family.  Kam's  father  is  listed  as  Syrian 
on  the  1 930  census.  He  was  born  about  1 892  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1 904. 
The  family  is  unsure  of  his  birthplace  which  was  probably  in  Lebanon  or  Syria.  Kam's 
mother  was  from  Syria  and  was  born  about  1 900.  She  married  young  during  World 
War  I,  to  a  military  officer  from  the  occupying  Turkish  forces.  Two  children  soon 
followed,  and  after  her  husband  disappeared  one  day,  the  young  woman  found 
herself  in  a  precarious  situation.  Friends  in  the  United  States  intervened,  and  she  was 
able  to  come  to  West  Virginia  and  eventually  entered  an  arranged  marriage  with 
Kam's  father.  Three  children  came  from  this  union,  of  which  Kamal  was  the  first.  A 
brother,  half-brother,  and  daughter  survive  today. 

In  1 943  a  young  Kam  Ahwash  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Army  at  the  age  of  1 9.  He  was 
of  slight  build,  being  listed  at  the  time  as  five  feet,  five  inches  tall  and  weighing  129 
pounds.  He  served  four  years  in  the  army,  being  discharged  in  1947.  He  then 
attended  the  National  Conservatory  of  Music  in  Paris,  graduating  in  1 951 .  From  there 
he  appeared  in  various  operatic  productions  in  Europe,  including  the  Paris  Opera, 
and  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1 956.  He  found  work  as  a  singer  and  actor,  and 


A  Young  Kam  Ahwash  in  Paris,  February  1945 
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began  dealing  coins  between  engagements  in  the  mid-1960s.  Seated  coinage 
specialists  were  virtually  non-existent  at  the  time,  and  Kam  quickly  became  recog- 
nized as  an  authority  in  this  area.  He  was  a  consultant  to  the  ANA  certification  service, 
one  of  the  forerunners  of  the  modern  third-party  certification  movement.  He  also 
consulted  on  the  Redbook  and  wrote  the  Liberty  Seated  sections  for  the  ANA  grading 
standards.  With  his  magnum  opus  in  1 977,  the  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes,  Kam  established  himself  as  the  foremost  expert  on  Seated  coinage 
in  the  country.  Walter  Breen  and  Don  Taxay  heaped  praise  upon  his  work,  with  Taxay 
noting,  "I  know  of  no  one  who  can  speak  more  authoritatively  on  the  subject,  or  who 
has  contributed  so  massively  to  its  die  data." 

Kam's  numismatic  interests  were  not  limited  to  Seated  coinage.  Indeed,  the 
authors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes,  1796-1837,  credit  Ahwash  with  facilitating 
collaboration  among  Bust  dime  enthusiasts.  Ahwash  had  access  to  Walter  Breen's 
notes  on  early  dimes  and  supplied  this  information  to  Allen  Lovejoy  in  1975.  The 
Lovejoy  dime  collection  was  sold  at  auction  by  Stack's  in  October  1990.  Ahwash 
introduced  Lovejoy  to  John  McCloskey,  who,  along  with  David  Davis,  Bill  Subjack, 
Russell  Logan  and  Lovejoy  himself,  authored  the  standard  work  on  early  dimes  in 
1984.  Ahwash  was  also  acquainted  with  Davis  and  pointed  him  towards  the 
important  early  dime  collection  of  Donald  L.  Wood  in  1 974.  Later,  Davis  was  able  to 
acquire  the  Wood  collection  documentation  which  was  incorporated  into  the  1984 
dime  manuscript. 

Kam  was  also  a  founding  member  of  LSCC,  the  first  meeting  being  held  at  the  Bal 
Harbor,  Florida  ANA  Convention  in  1974.  The  initial  LSCC  membership  list  was 
derived  from  the  Ahwash  personal  mailing  list  of  Seated  collectors  and  dealers.  By 
this  time  Kam  was  running  mail  bid  sales  and  taking  out  large  ads  in  Coin  World  and 
Numismatic  News.  With  the  coin  market  in  full  swing,  Kam  was  seemingly  on  top  of 
the  world  as  a  recognized  specialty  expert  with  an  inventory  full  of  Liberty  Seated 
delicacies.  He  had  published  the  standard  work  on  Seated  dimes,  and  reissued  the 
Valentine  half  dime  reference.  Tragically,  Ahwash  was  struck  down  by  cancer  and 
passed  away  on  April  30,  1983  at  the  age  of  59. 

Kam  was  relatively  short  in  stature  but  seemed  to  take  his  height  in  stride  as  related 
in  a  story  told  by  Henry  Bergos  after  Kam's  death:  I  was  in  line  for  a  photo  ID  at  a 
Grand  Central  Convention  and  someone  up  the  stairs  and  around  the  corner  called 
out,  "Kam!  Kam  Ahwash!  Has  anyone  seen  Kam  Ahwash?"  He  was  standing  right 
behind  me.  I  am  6'  tall  and  he  was  about  5'3",  maybe  5'4".  I  turned  around  and  took 
a  quarter  step  forward,  and  with  Kam's  nose  about  embedded  in  my  chest  called 
back,  "Kam?  NOPE,  I  don't  see  him."  About  twenty  of  us  laughed  aloud.  Kam  was 
the  BEST!!!  No  one  was  nicer  or  more  fun  to  be  around.  He  had  a  SHARP  sense  of 
humor  and  loved  to  share  OUR  hobby.  He  will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  him  no 
matter  how  much  time  passes.  He  is  a  person  who  will  be  spoken  of  highly,  MANY 
MANY  years  from  now. 

A  two  page  Coin  World  advertisement  from  April  1 , 1 981  reveals  the  extent  of  the 
Ahwash  inventory.  The  contents  of  this  ad  alone  would  make  for  a  major  auction  sale 
today.  Two  1 846  proof  coins,  a  half  dime  and  a  dime,  were  offered  for  $20,000  each, 
while  an  1 867-S  quarter  in  MS-63  could  be  acquired  for  a  mere  $3200.  An  1 844/1 844 
half  dollar  in  gem  unc  was  offered  at  $7000,  while  an  1 867  dollar  in  MS-65  was  priced 
at  $12,500.  Many  other  examples  could  be  listed,  all  of  which  would  draw  spirited 
competition  today.  Ahwash  was  not  afraid  to  use  hype  in  his  ads  and  price  lists.  "Don't 


22 


wait  until  tomorrow  -  it  may  be  too  late! !!",  he  writes  in  his  Spring  1 980  fixed  price  list. 
At  the  same  time,  Ahwash  was  clearly  a  student  of  the  series  and  catalogued  his 
inventory  carefully.  An  1 856-S  quarter  was  thus  described  in  a  Coin  World  ad  of  June 
1 1 ,  1980:  Rare  indeed,  one  of  4  known  in  mint  state.  An  excellent  strike,  especially 
for  a  San  Francisco  mint  coin.  Light  pale  iridescent  toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  This 
specimen  is  equal  to  the  Miles  specimen  that  was  sold  by  Stack's  in  April  1 969,  if  not 
a  little  better.  Surpassed  only  by  the  Pierce  specimen  that  was  sold  by  Stack's  in  May 
1965,  ex-Speir  sale  March  1974,  ex-Reed  Hawn  sale  March  1977. 

The  remainder  of  the  Ahwash  inventory  and  his  personal  collection  was  sold  by 
Kagin's  in  their  332nd  sale  at  the  Long  Beach  Numismatic  Exposition  in  February 
1984.  The  collection  contained  about  a  thousand  pieces,  but  many  were  placed  in 
group  lots  and  few  were  attributed  by  variety.  Typical  was  Lot  #1293,  a  half  dime 
listing.  "Group  of  20: 1 858  Good-4to  Choice  AU-55.  One  is  very  close  to  uncirculated. 
A  good  variety  of  grades  in  this  lot."  One  must  keep  in  mind  the  relatively  small  value 
of  these  coins  at  the  time.  Cataloguing  minor  varieties  that  included  extensive 
professional  photographic  presentations  was  simply  not  cost  effective  during  this 
era.  A  number  of  more  important  coins  are  plated.  There  were  uncirculated  1 866  and 
1 867  half  dimes,  as  well  as  an  1 846  proof  dime  and  three  circulated  1 874-CC  dimes. 
The  New  Orleans  issues  were  the  hallmark  of  the  more  important  quarters,  with  six 
1 849-0  coins  and  seven  1 852-0  coins.  The  half  dollars  were  nearly  all  in  group  lots, 
with  uncirculated  1 840  and  1 847  coins  presented  in  individual  lots.  Nearly  all  of  the 
Seated  dollars  were  common  dates  with  the  exception  of  a  proof  1 857  coin  and  an 
AU  1 872-S  coin.  Not  all  of  the  Seated  coinage  in  the  sale  came  directly  from  Ahwash, 
indeed  the  1846  proof  dime  is  catalogued  as  ex-Ahwash. 

Six  examples  of  the  rare  1 860-O  dime  were  included  in  the  Kagin  auction  although 
none  was  better  than  Fine-12.  Harry  Forman  related  to  this  author  that  on  one 
occasion  he  acquired  an  uncirculated  1860-O  dime  for  $5000  and  in  turn  offered  it 
to  Kam  for  $25,000.  Forman  was  well  aware  that  this  date  was  virtually  unknown  in 
uncirculated  condition  and  that  Kam  was  a  ready  buyer  of  rare  dimes  in  very  high 


Kam  Purchases  Mint  State  1873-CC  With  Arrows  Dime  from  Ira  Goldberg  at 
the  1976  ANA  Convention  in  New  York 
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grades.  A  deal  was  struck  at  $20,000.  Tom  Baroody  noted  in  Issue  #28  of  the  journal 
that  Kam  purchased  another  uncirculated  1 860-O  dime  out  of  Stack's  May  1 975  sale 
for  $9500  and  placed  it  with  a  nationally  prominent  dime  collector,  quite  likely  Allen 
Lovejoy.  The  Lovejoy  specimen  is  today  the  finest  known  and  has  been  graded  NGC 
MS-67.  This  piece  was  sold  by  Stack's  in  October  1990  for  $50,000.  Another 
confirmed  uncirculated  example  of  this  rarity  has  been  graded  NGC  MS-64  and  is 
from  the  Eliasberg  sale.  This  piece  later  appeared  in  the  Richmond  sale  in  March 
2005  and  sold  for  $44,850.  This  piece  currently  resides  in  the  Gene  Gardner 
Collection  per  the  NGC  set  registry.  A  third  uncirculated  coin  of  this  date  is  listed  in 
the  NGC  census  at  the  MS-64  level. 

Coin  World  reported  on  Kagin's  332nd  sale  on  February  22,  1984.  Kagin's 
auctioneer  Kurt  Langland  speaking  about  the  Ahwash  pieces  said,  "Key  dates 
brought  a  lot  of  collector  interest,  but,  on  the  more  common  material,  I  received 
relatively  light  bidding."  Longtime  LSCC  member  Julian  Leidman  was  also  quoted, 
indicating  that  scarce  circulated  Seated  coins  were  quite  strong.  As  is  often  pointed 
out,  rarity  never  goes  out  of  style,  and  common  dates  will  always  be  common. 

Roger  Burdette,  author  of  the  landmark  series,  Renaissance  of  American  Coinage, 
did  much  of  the  photography  work  for  Kam's  Encyclopedia,  and  related  some  of  his 
exchanges  with  Ahwash.  Burdette  said:  Back  then  I  occasionally  obtained  space  at 
an  unoccupied  table  during  the  Suburban  Washington  Coin  Show  thanks  to  Don 
Greenberg  and  Gordon  Berg,  and  set  up  my  cameras,  bellows  and  flash  to  take 
photos  of  coins  for  collectors.  Rarely  did  I  more  than  break  even,  but  I  got  to  meet 
many  interesting  people  and  photograph  coins  that  I  could  never  afford  to  own.  Kam 
would  sometimes  stop  by  my  table  with  a  box  of  coins  and  leave  them  for 
photography,  while  he  wandered  off  to  make  a  deal.  The  dime  images  were  all 
printed  to  a  standard  size  for  his  book  and  Kam  later  said  that  he  used  the  negatives 
and  prints  to  confirm  his  coin  measurements. 


Kamal  M.  Ahwash  (1924  -  1983) 
Liberty  Seated  Specialist,  First  LSCC  President 
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During  one  of  the  Suburban  Washington  Coin  Shows  held  underneath  the  parking 
garage  at  a  hotel  in  New  Carrollton,  Kam  asked  me  to  spend  the  weekend  shooting 
coin  photos  at  his  table.  He  would  hand  me  one  sparkling  little  gem  after  another, 
patiently  explain  the  variety  and  key  diagnostic  points  and  I'd  take  the  photo.  Some 
of  his  clients  also  brought  varieties  to  be  photographed  for  the  book.  Late  Saturday 
afternoon,  as  Kam  was  handing  me  a  rare  dime  variety  that  belonged  to  a  client,  it 
slipped  from  my  hand,  dropped  to  the  floor  with  a  silvery  tinkle  and  rolled  up  the 
bourse  aisle.  Somehow,  amidst  the  conversations  and  crowd  of  people,  every  dealer 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  heard  the  dime  drop  and  watched  it  roll  across  the  dirty  floor. 
Somebody  shouted,  "Look,  there's  Kam  throwing  money  around  again!",  and 
everyone  had  a  good  laugh.  The  collector  had  this  horrified  look  on  his  face,  and  I 
went  off  to  find  the  coin  before  somebody  stepped  on  it.  When  I  returned  with  the  coin, 
Kam  took  a  quick  look  at  it,  put  it  in  a  2x2  flip  and  gave  the  collector  another  piece 
of  the  same  variety  in  better  condition  than  the  first  one.  When  the  collector  left  Kam 
confided  that  he  had  cherry  picked  several  of  these  from  another  dealer  a  few  weeks 
earlier  at  a  bargain  price.  He  then  showed  me  several  more,  all  gems.  I  asked  about 
any  damage  to  the  coin  that  had  hit  the  floor,  and  he  said  that  it  was  "still  Unc,  but 
it  has  been  around  more  than  some  others." 

Ray  Vaccaro,  a  long  time  LSCC  member,  recalled  Kam  Ahwash  as  well.  He  states: 
I  knew  Kam  very  well  and  helped  him  many  times  with  questions  he  had  on  New 
Orleans  dime  varieties  while  he  was  writing  his  1977  dime  book.  I  think  I  met  him  at 
a  show  in  1 968  or  1 969.  He  was  a  huge  help  to  me  with  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco 
and  Carson  City  varieties  in  the  series.  I  really  miss  him  and  his  wealth  of  knowledge 
on  Seated  coinage. 

Sources: 

1 .  Eddie  and  Pat  Ahwash,  telephone  interview  July  7,  2007. 

2.  Henry  Bergos,  writing  in  the  E-Sylum,  Volume  8,  Number  14,  April  3,  2005. 

3.  Bill  Bugert,  Kam  Ahwash  file  containing  fixed  price  lists  and  news  clippings. 

4.  Roger  Burdette,  Private  Message  via  the  PCGS  U.S.  Coin  Board,  December  13 
2006. 

5.  Coin  World,  May  18,  1983.  Ahwash  obituary. 

6.  Early  United  States  Dimes,  1 796-1 837.  David  J.  Davis,  Russell  J.  Logan,  Allen  F. 
Lovejoy,  John  W.  McCloskey  and  William  Subjack.  Ypsilanti,  Michigan:  John 
Reich  Collectors  Society,  1984. 

7.  Harry  Forman,  interview  July  31 ,  2007. 

8.  Mel  Hatfield,  interview,  December  14,  2006. 

9.  Kagin's  332nd  Sale  catalogue,  February  2-4,  1984. 

10.  Numismatic  News,  March  31,  1979. 

1 1 .  Social  Security  Death  Index,  accessed  via  ancestry.com. 

12.  U.S.  Census,  1930,  Charleston  City,  West  Virginia,  accessed  via  ancestry.com. 

13.  Ray  Vaccaro,  letter  to  the  author,  July  25,  2007. 

14.  World  War  II  Enlistment  Records,  accessed  via  ancestry.com. 
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A  Tribute  to  Al  Blythe 

by 

Mark  Sheldon 


Alfred  E.  Blythe  (1925  -  2007) 


Alfred  E.  Blythe  was  a  dedicated  Seated  half  dime  collector  who  spent  more  than 
twenty  years  building  an  outstanding  reference  collection  of  die  varieties  from  this 
series.  He  carefully  studied  each  coin  that  he  purchased  and  kept  detailed  notes 
describing  its  important  features.  He  identified  many  new  varieties  in  the  series  and 
frequently  published  the  results  of  his  research  in  the  journal.  He  published  journal 
articles  on  the  discovery  of  new  varieties  for  the  1848  Large  Date  half  dime  and  the 
1 865-S  half  dime.  He  reported  on  the  discovery  of  the  spectacular  1 853/1 853/2  half 
dime  and  described  an  interesting  1 858-0  half  dime  with  a  shattered  reverse.  He  also 
published  a  study  of  the  1844  half  dime  with  a  recut  date,  an  analysis  of  the  1867 
business  strike  half  dime  and  a  review  of  the  1 839-0  half  dime  with  a  rotated  reverse. 
He  was  responsible  for  reporting  the  results  of  the  second  half  dime  survey  in  1 994 
and  published  many  other  journal  articles  over  a  period  of  20  years.  But  his  most 
important  contribution  to  the  half  dime  literature  was  his  reference  book  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes  that  was  published  in  1992.  This 
wonderful  reference  text  provided  an  updated  listing  of  the  known  varieties  in  the 
series,  presented  detailed  descriptions  of  many  die  varieties,  included  large  photo- 
graphs for  many  coins  in  the  series,  and  contained  a  rarity  analysis  for  each  date  by 
grade.  This  text  provided  a  lot  of  important  information  on  half  dimes  not  previously 
available  and  was  a  badly  needed  research  tool  for  serious  collectors  of  the  series. 

In  February  1996  I  was  a  novice  half  dime  collector  and  had  just  recently 
purchased  a  copy  of  Al's  Complete  Guide  to  the  half  dime  series.  I  was  eager  to  learn 
more  about  my  coins  so  I  began  comparing  my  pieces  to  the  descriptions  contained 
in  his  book.  I  found  one  coin  that  didn't  seem  to  match  any  of  the  listed  varieties  and 
thought  that  it  might  be  a  new  variety  for  that  date.  I  wrote  Al  a  letter  describing  my 
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coin  and  to  my  surprise,  he  responded  very  quickly  and  seemed  eager  to  see  it.  I 
immediately  shipped  it  to  him  and  in  a  couple  of  weeks  I  received  a  very  detailed 
analysis  of  the  coin.  Although  it  was  not  clear  that  my  coin  represented  a  new  variety, 
it  was  very  evident  that  Al  had  a  great  enthusiasm  for  half  dimes  that  was  completely 
infectious!  It  wasn't  long  before  I  joined  LSCC  and  began  writing  articles  myself  on 
discoveries  that  I  had  made  while  studying  my  coins.  Al  and  I  continued  to  communi- 
cate by  letter  and  telephone  on  my  research  findings  and  on  observations  I  had  made 
on  the  half  dime  series.  I  even  bought  my  first  Civil  War  coin  from  him,  an  1 865  half  dime 
as  well  as  several  other  choice  XF  and  AU  pieces  from  my  want  list. 

I  first  met  Al  in  person  at  the  2000  ANA  Convention  in  Philadelphia.  We  enjoyed 
a  long  talk  on  half  dimes  and  resolved  to  do  it  again  at  a  future  convention. 
Unfortunately,  I  did  not  see  Al  again  for  several  years  but  he  would  send  me  a  nice 
note  or  call  me  about  an  article  that  I  had  written  for  the  journal.  He  was  very 
supportive  of  my  research  on  the  1842-0  half  dime  and  very  interested  when  I 
discovered  an  1853  half  dime  with  a  repunched  date  that  did  not  match  his  earlier 
discovery. 

I  last  saw  Al  at  the  LSCC  meeting  during  the  2005  ANA  Convention  in  San  Francisco. 
We  had  a  very  nice  discussion  about  half  dimes  and  I  noticed  that  many  other  club 
members  seemed  energized  by  his  presence  at  the  meeting.  I  will  always  be  indebted 
to  Al  for  infecting  me  with  his  enthusiasm  for  half  dime  variety  collecting.  He  helped 
guide  me  early  in  my  collecting  career,  and  supported  me  as  I  matured  into  a  half  dime 
researcher.  He  introduced  me  to  the  benefits  of  LSCC  membership,  and  was  the 
personification  of  its  club  pledge  to  encourage,  promote  and  dispense  numismatic 
knowledge  of  Liberty  Seated  coins.  His  patience  and  willingness  to  answer  my  many 
questions  will  not  be  forgotten,  nor  will  the  fact  that  he  was  my  friend.  Al's  passing  on 
July  31 ,  2007  is  not  only  a  great  loss  for  his  family  and  many  friends,  but  also  for  the 
many  collectors  who  benefited  from  his  devotion  to  half  dime  research. 


RICH  UHRICH  RARE  U.S.  COINS  INC. 

My  website  www.richuhrichcoins.com  has  pictures  of  every  Liberty  Seated  half 
dime,  dime,  twenty  cent  piece,  quarter,  half  dollar  and  dollar  that  I  have  for  sale. 

I  am  also  buying!  Please  let  me  know  what  you  have. 

RichUhrich  •  LSCC  #968 

Telephone:  (717)  533-2935  •  E-mail:  richuhrichcolns@comcast.net 

All  coins  kept  in  bank  vaults. 

Congratulations  to  LSCC  on  the  publication  of 
Issue  #100  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
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The  Elusive  Mint  State  1843-0  Dime 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 


This  article  will  use  population  data  to  describe  the  true  rarity  of  the  1 843-0  dime 
in  about  uncirculated  and  mint  state  grades.  This  date  garners  little  publicity  and  no 
respect  for  its  scarcity  in  average  circulated  grades  and  its  true  rarity  in  grades  above 
extremely  fine.  This  early  Seated  dime  is  overshadowed  by  the  frequently  hoarded 
1844  Little  Orphan  Annie  dime  and  the  truly  scarce  1846  Philadelphia  dime  with  its 
meager  mintage  of  31,300  pieces.  With  a  single  die  pairing  and  a  production  of 
1 50,000  pieces,  the  1 843-0  dime  could  be  considered  uninspiring  to  collect  since  it 
offers  no  variety  challenges  when  compared  to  the  New  Orleans  coins  minted  during 
the  preceding  two  years.  The  1 841  -O  and  1 842-0  dimes  each  had  mintages  totaling 
two  million  pieces  and  are  known  for  being  rich  in  mintmark  size  variations,  die 
pairings  and  late  die  state  coins  from  shattered  dies. 

Seated  dime  specialists  however  have  a  deep  respect  for  the  1843-0  dime. 
Examples  of  this  date  have  a  tilted  Medium  O  mintmark  and  are  typically  found  with 
irregular  strikes  and  circulation  problems.  Irregular  striking  is  often  seen  on  the  reverse 
bowknot  and  inner  wreath  leaves.  Although  reverse  striking  problems  increase  the 
collecting  challenge,  the  true  test  of  perseverance  exists  in  tracking  down  an  original 
problem  free  coin  in  a  grade  of  extremely  fine  or  better.  This  date  is  frustrating  to  collect 
as  nearly  all  of  the  extremely  fine  or  better  coins  have  been  cleaned  or  have  other 
impairments.  I  therefore  believe  that  the  task  of  finding  an  1 843-0  dime  with  problem 
free  original  surfaces  in  grades  of  extremely  fine  or  better  is  similar  to  the  quest  for  the 
1871-CC  through  1874-CC  key  dates  in  the  same  grade  range. 

I  have  owned  only  a  few  noteworthy  1843-0  dimes  over  the  past  twenty  years. 
Back  in  1990,  a  colorful  local  coin  dealer  sold  me  the  first  1843-0  dime  for  my 
collection.  Bob  Levi  had  practically  finished  collecting  the  Redbook  listing  of  Bust 
and  Seated  coinage  and  decided  to  sell  his  holdings.  He  sold  me  his  1843-0  dime 
in  EF-45,  and  indicated  that  Kam  Ahwash  had  previously  sold  him  the  coin.  This  piece 
appeared  to  have  been  cleaned  at  one  time  and  it  had  a  light  silver  gray  appearance 
on  the  high  points  contrasting  with  a  black  background  that  gave  it  a  nice  cameo 
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Table  1 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes  -  NGC  Certified  Population  -  June  2007 


Grade  1 

843-0 

1871-CC 

1872-CC 

1873-CC 

1874 

EF-40 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

EF-45 

3 

2 

2 

2 

0 

AU-50 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

AU-53 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

AU-55 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

AU-58 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

MS-60 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MS-61 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

MS-62 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

MS-63 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MS-64 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MS-65 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Total  Graded  EF+ 

8 

13 

8 

6 

5 

Total  Graded  AU  + 

3 

10 

3 

4 

5 

Total  Graded  MS 

0 

5 

0 

2 

1 

Table  2 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes  -  PCGS  Certified  Population  -  June  2007 


Grade  1 

843-0 

1871-CC 

1872-CC 

1873-CC 

1874 

EF-40 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

EF-45 

4 

3 

6 

1 

3 

AU-50 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

AU-53 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

AU-55 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

AU-58 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

MS-60 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MS-61 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MS-62 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

MS-63 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

MS-64 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

MS-65 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Total  Graded  EF+ 

9 

10 

10 

4 

9 

Total  Graded  AU+ 

3 

6 

2 

2 

3 

Total  Graded  MS 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 
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effect.  I  was  told  that  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  I  would  find  a  better  piece  and 
this  turned  out  to  be  an  accurate  assessment.  I  purchased  my  second  1 843-0  dime 
on  eBay  during  2000.  It  was  in  an  Accugrade  holder  and  graded  AU-50  but 
unfortunately  it  also  had  two  minor  vertical  scratches  in  the  right  obverse  field.  This 
piece  was  later  selected  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  www.seateddimevarieties.com  web- 
book.  I  obtained  my  last  and  best  example  of  this  date  through  the  generosity  of  Kevin 
Zeitler,  an  established  New  Orleans  mint  collector  from  central  California.  He  was 
kind  enough  to  sell  me  his  1843-0  and  1845-0  dimes  in  PCGS  AU  holders  during 
2003  to  help  build  my  PCGS  registry  set.  The  1843-0  dime  was  graded  AU-53  with 
gun  barrel  steel  gray  toning  and  featured  gem  original  surfaces. 

While  aggressively  building  my  PCGS  and  NGC  registry  sets,  I  was  searching  for 
an  1 843-0  mint  state  coin  but  was  not  surprised  by  my  lack  of  success.  The  problem 
in  finding  a  high  grade  1843-0  dime  is  not  pricing  or  affordability,  rather  it  is 
availability.  Seated  dime  specialists  are  aware  of  this  but  a  quantitative  analysis  might 
better  explain  the  plight  of  Seated  dime  collectors  when  trying  to  add  problem  free 
high  grade  1843-0  dimes  to  their  sets.  To  study  availability,  I  have  prepared  Tables 
1  and  2  that  show  NGC  and  PCGS  population  report  comparisons  between  the  1 843- 
O  date  and  the  1 871  -CC  through  1 874-CC  key  dates.  These  tables  reveal  that  NGC 
and  PCGS  population  reports  show  an  equivalent  rarity  between  the  elusive  1843- 
O  dime  and  the  four  key  Carson  City  dates  in  About  Uncirculated  and  Mint  State 
grades.  Only  two  mint  state  1 843-0  dimes  are  known,  both  in  PCGS  holders.  For  the 
1871-CC  through  1 874-CC  dimes,  15  examples  are  registered  at  either  NGC  or 
PCGS  with  seven  listings  for  the  1 871  -CC  dime,  one  for  the  1 872-CC  dime,  three  for 

Table  3 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes  -  Coin  World,  Coin  Values  -  June  2007 

Average  Ratio 

Grade  1843-0  1871-CC  1 872-CC  1873-CC  1 874-CC  CC  Price  1843-0 


EF-40 

$800 

$15,000 

$6500 

$13,000 

$20,000 

$13,625 

17 

AU-50 

1200 

25,000 

12,000 

20,000 

30,000 

21,750 

18 

AU-55 

1800 

35,000 

20,000 

25,000 

35,000 

28,750 

16 

MS-60 

3000 

50,000 

35,000 

35,000 

40,000 

40,000 

13 

MS-62 

45,000 

40,000 

50,000 

MS-63 

50,000 

MS-64 

175,000 

80,000 

Table  4 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes  -  PCGS  Price  Guide  -  June  2007 

Average  Ratio 

Grade  1843-0  1871-CC  1 872-CC  1873-CC  1 874-CC  CC  Price  1843-0 

EF-40  $1500  $13,000  $7500  $20,000  $42,000  $20,625  14 
AU-50     3750     35,000      18,750  -      60,000      37,917  10 

MS-60     7500     55,000      42,000  75,000      57,500  8 

MS-63  -    100,000      80,000  -     165,000  115,000 

MS-65  50,000  -  -  250,000 
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the  1 873-CC  dime  and  fourforthe  1 874-CC  dime.  The  situation  in  About  Uncirculated 
grades  mirrors  that  of  the  Mint  State  grades.  One  must  conclude  that  1 843-0  dimes 
certified  in  about  uncirculated  and  mint  state  grades  are  equivalent  in  rarity  to  the 
1 873-CC  and  1 874-CC  dimes.  To  study  pricing,  I  have  prepared  Tables  3  and  4  that 
show  price  guides  from  the  internet  based  upon  Coin  World's  Coin  Values  publica- 
tion and  the  PCGS  Price  Guide.  These  tables  illustrate  current  pricing  levels  for  the 
1 843-0  and  1 871  -CC  through  1 874-CC  dimes  in  grades  of  EF-40  and  higher.  In  Table 
3,  Coin  Values  shows  that  the  four  key  Carson  City  dates  are  priced  13  to  18  times 
greater  than  the  1843-0  dime  in  grades  from  EF-40  to  MS-60.  In  Table  4,  the  PCGS 
Price  Guide  shows  a  similar  relationship  with  the  four  Carson  City  dates  priced  14 
times  greater  in  EF-40,  10  times  greater  in  AU-50  and  8  times  greater  in  MS-60.  I 
expect  that  the  1843-0  dime  will  gain  more  respect  as  a  high  grade  rarity  in  the 
coming  years  but  rarity  alone  will  not  be  the  driving  force  that  produces  price 
increases.  Rather,  popularity  and  future  availability  will  be  the  key  factors  in  price 
increases  since  several  high  grade  registry  sets  currently  lack  this  date  in  mint  state. 
In  the  meantime,  I  am  perfectly  happy  with  the  beautiful  PCGS  AU-53  specimen  that 
I  purchased  from  Kevin  Zeitler  just  a  few  short  years  ago. 


Wanted  to  Buy 

Seated  Dimes  with: 
Rotated  Reverses   •  Cuds 

Major  Die  Breaks   •    Better  Dates 


Please  forward  information  on  any  available  coins  to: 
Jason@seated.org 


Jason  Feldman  •  LSCC  #2003 

P.O.  Box  8600 
Jupiter,  Florida  33468 

Telephone:  (305)  409-2000 

There  are  some  dimes  listed  for  sale  at: 
www.seateddime.com 
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Win  Callender 

Vice  President 
800-776-0560 
ext  101 


just  click!  >>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Instant  cash  for  your  collection  with 
the  benefit  of  a  competitive  auction! 


More  Money... 
Less  Time 


At  David  Lawrence,  our  Guaranteed 
Auction  Program  gives  you  both. 

If  you're  looking  for  more  profitable  selling  options,  consider 
our  unigue  seller's  program. 

By  consigning  to  our  weekly  Internet  auctions,  our  agreed 
"Guarantee  Auction  Price"  (GAP)  becomes  the  basis  of  your  reserve. 

You  get  the  upside  of  the  prices  realized  above  the  reserve  (before 
the  buyer's  premium  is  added)  of  the  realized  item.  You  will  receive  the 
Guaranteed  Offer  on  any  items  that  don't  sell.  It's  that  simple. 

Liberal  cash  advances  are  available.  Scores  of  participants 
have  received  between  5%  and  200%  more  than  the  guarantee 
for  their  GAP  consignments.  And  you  will  too... 

Call  today  to  learn  more  about  this  exciting  program. 


www.davidlawrence.com 


David  Lawrence 

RARE    COINS    A  CURRENCY 
Advancing  th«  Art  of  Colliding 


PO  Box  9174, 

Virginia  Beach.  VA  23450 

info@davidlawrence.com 

800-776-0560 


(**,  £  V  N  (, 

John  F&genbaum. 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarters,  An  Updated  Rarity  Analysis 

by 

Bob  Foster 


This  article  contains  an  updated  analysis  on  rarity  for  the  entire  Seated  quarter 
series.  Each  date  is  listed  and  an  evaluation  of  its  rarity  is  provided.  The  first  part  of 
the  article  discusses  circulated  and  mint  state  coins  while  the  second  part  describes 
rarity  for  proofs  including  cameo  and  deep  cameo  pieces.  The  entire  Seated  quarter 
series  is  becoming  more  popular  each  year  and  the  key  dates  are  becoming  much 
harder  to  find.  Some  of  the  rarest  dates  are  nearly  impossible  to  obtain  even  if  you 
have  the  money  to  buy  them.  I  have  included  a  few  of  the  more  important  varieties 
in  the  analysis  because  of  their  popularity  among  quarter  collectors. 

Part  One  -  Business  Strike  Quarters 

1 838  -  This  is  a  fairly  common  date  in  average  circulated  grades  but  it  becomes 
scarce  in  XF  or  better  grades.  Mint  state  coins  are  getting  expensive  because  of  its 
three  year  type  coin  status  as  a  No  Drapery  issue.  1839  -  This  date  is  also  fairly 
common  in  average  circulated  grades  and  scarce  in  XF  and  better  grades.  It  is  a  little 
scarcer  in  mint  state  than  the  previous  date.  1 840-O  No  Drapery  -  This  date  is  a  little 
scarcer  in  all  grades  than  the  two  other  No  Drapery  issues.  Mint  state  coins  are  much 
scarcer  according  to  PCGS  population  reports.  1840  -  This  is  the  first  year  for  the 
With  Drapery  design.  It  is  very  scarce  and  difficult  to  find  in  any  grade.  I  believe  that 
it  is  currently  under  priced.  Mint  state  coins  are  rare!  PCGS  and  NGC  combined  have 
only  graded  21  coins  in  MS-60  or  higher  grades.  1840-O  With  Drapery  -  This  issue 
has  a  low  mintage  but  it  shows  up  more  often  than  some  of  the  higher  mintage  dates. 
This  issue  becomes  harder  to  find  in  the  higher  grades  while  mint  state  coins  are 
scarce  but  not  rare.  1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  -  This  is  a  very  rare  variety  with 
only  20  to  30  pieces  known  in  all  grades.  Only  one  or  two  mint  state  coins  are  known 
and  this  variety  is  a  real  sleeper.  1841  -  This  issue  has  a  fairly  low  mintage  and  it  is 
not  real  easy  to  find  even  in  low  grades.  Only  34  mint  state  coins  have  been  graded 
by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined.  1 841  -O  -  This  is  one  of  the  more  common  dates  of  this 
period  and  circulated  coins  are  not  hard  to  find.  Mint  state  examples  are  available  up 
to  MS-63  but  MS-64  and  higher  pieces  are  very  rare.  1842  Large  Date  -  This  is  one 
of  the  semi-key  dates  in  the  series.  It  has  a  low  mintage  and  examples  are  difficult  to 
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find  even  in  low  grades.  Mint  state  examples  are  rare  and  expensive.  1842-0  Large 
Date  -  This  is  a  common  date  in  circulated  grades  but  it  is  very  scarce  in  mint  state 
with  fewer  than  30  pieces  graded  in  MS-60  or  better  grades.  1842-0  Small  Date  - 
This  is  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series  and  nearly  impossible  to  find  in  any  grade. 
In  low  grades  the  retail  price  guides  are  far  too  low.  XF  to  AU  coins  are  very  rare  and 
mint  state  coins  are  extremely  rare  with  only  two  pieces  graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC 
combined.  1843  -  This  is  one  of  the  most  common  dates  of  this  period  and  it  is 
available  in  all  grades  including  mint  state.  1843-0  -  This  date  has  a  very  high 
mintage  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  problem  free  coins  in  all  grades.  It  is  a  sleeper  in  Good 
to  Fine  grades.  It  is  very  rare  in  mint  state  with  only  1 2  pieces  graded  by  both  services 
combined.  1843-0  Large  O  -  This  is  a  very  rare  variety  in  all  grades  and  worth 
multiples  of  its  price  guide  listing.  It  is  a  super  sleeper  with  only  4  graded  by  NGC  and 
none  by  PCGS.  The  Eliasberg  specimen  is  possibly  unique  in  uncirculated  condition. 
1 844 -This  is  one  of  the  most  common  dates  of  this  period  and  available  in  all  grades 
including  mint  state.  1 844-0  -  This  date  is  common  in  circulated  grades  but  it  is  rare 
in  mint  state.  There  have  been  fewer  than  30  pieces  graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC 
combined  with  only  one  higher  than  MS-64. 1 845  -  This  is  another  common  date  of 
this  period  with  a  high  mintage  and  it  is  available  in  all  grades  including  mint  state. 
1846  -  This  issue  is  a  little  scarcer  than  the  1845  date  but  circulated  coins  can  be 
found  without  difficulty.  Mint  state  examples  are  quite  scarce  with  only  three  coins 
graded  MS-65  or  higher.  1 847  -  This  date  is  quite  common  in  circulated  grades  but 
fairly  scarce  in  mint  state.  1847-0  -  This  date  is  very  hard  to  find  in  any  grade  and 
many  examples  have  been  cleaned  or  have  some  other  problems.  It  is  underrated 
in  all  circulated  grades  and  worth  much  more  than  its  published  values.  It  is  extremely 
rare  in  mint  state  with  fewer  than  ten  known  examples  in  these  grades.  1848  -  This 
date  is  very  hard  to  find  problem  free  in  any  grade  and  it  is  worth  much  more  than 
its  price  guide  listing.  It  is  very  rare  in  mint  state  with  only  1 6  graded  by  both  services 
combined.  The  doubled  date  variety  is  quite  interesting.  1849  -  This  is  a  fairly 
common  date  in  all  grades  but  it  is  slightly  scarce  in  mint  state.  1849-0  -  This  is  an 
important  key  date  in  the  series  with  an  extremely  low  mintage  that  is  nearly 
impossible  to  find  in  any  grade.  Examples  are  under  priced  and  bring  multiples  of 
their  bid  prices  at  auction.  A  total  of  only  five  mint  state  pieces  have  been  graded  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  combined.  1850  -  This  date  is  very  scarce  in  any  grade  and  a  bit 
scarcer  than  the  1 851  and  1 852  dates  in  mint  state.  1 850-O  -This  issue  is  priced  near 
the  common  dates  but  is  really  quite  difficult  to  obtain  with  most  pieces  struck  from 
rusty  dies.  Mint  state  coins  are  scarce  and  most  have  rough  and  unattractive 
surfaces.  1851  -  This  issue  is  very  scarce  in  any  grade  and  more  difficult  to  obtain 
than  the  1 850  and  1 852  dates  in  circulated  grades.  1 851  -O  -  This  is  a  semi-key  date 
that  has  become  very  hard  to  find  in  recent  years.  I  believe  that  lower  grade  circulated 
pieces  are  still  underpriced.  Mint  state  coins  are  very  rare  with  only  nine  coins  graded 
MS-60  or  higher  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined  with  the  highest  being  an  MS-63  coin 
by  NGC.  1 852  -This  date  is  very  scarce  in  any  grade  but  examples  are  more  available 
in  circulated  grades  than  the  1 851  date.  1 852-0  -  This  issue  is  a  little  scarcer  than 
the  1851-0  date  in  circulated  grades.  This  date  is  extremely  rare  in  mint  state  with 
only  three  coins  graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined,  the  finest  of  these  being  an 
MS-63  coin.  I  have  seen  two  of  the  uncirculated  pieces  and  neither  one  of  them  had 
a  decent  strike.  1853  No  Arrows  -  Low  grade  coins  are  nearly  non-existent  for  this 
issue  and  they  bring  double  their  retail  value  when  available.  This  date  is  underrated 
in  all  circulated  grades  but  it  is  surprisingly  available  in  mint  state.  More  than  35 
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pieces  have  been  graded  in  mint  state  including  several  very  high  grade  coins.  1 853 
With  Arrows  -  This  is  one  of  the  most  common  dates  in  the  entire  series.  This  issue 
had  a  very  high  mintage  and  examples  can  be  found  almost  anywhere.  Thousands 
exist  in  all  grades  but  due  to  their  one  year  type  coin  status,  mint  state  specimens 
bring  a  premium  even  though  over  500  have  been  graded.  I  believe  that  these  coins 
are  overpriced.  1 853-0  With  Arrows  -  This  issue  is  much  scarcer  than  the  1 853  With 
Arrows  date  but  the  retail  price  guides  list  it  at  nearly  the  same  price.  In  higher  grades 
this  date  is  really  quite  scarce.  Mint  state  specimens  are  actually  rare  with  fewer  than 
30  graded  by  both  services.  1 854  -  This  date  is  very  common  in  all  grades  including 
mint  state.  Several  hundred  have  been  certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC  in  mint  state. 

1854-  0  -  This  issue  is  many  times  scarcer  than  the  1 854  date  but  it  is  priced  nearly 
the  same  in  lower  grades.  In  mint  state  I  believe  that  this  issue  is  worth  a  small 
premium  over  the  much  more  common  1854  date.  1854-0  Huge  O  -  This  is  an 
amazing  and  unusual  variety.  It  appears  that  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  may  have 
been  engraved  into  the  reverse  die  by  hand.  It  is  a  very  rare  variety  with  only  41  pieces 
graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined  in  all  grades.  No  coins  have  been  graded  in 
mint  state  by  either  service!  In  my  July  2000  article  I  stated  that  this  variety  was  one 
of  the  most  under  priced  coins  in  the  entire  series.  Since  then  its  price  has  increased 
dramatically.  This  variety  is  still  very  rare  but  I  have  seen  several  of  them  for  sale  in 
recent  years.  The  retail  price  guides  now  seem  more  inline  with  its  value  than  in  2000. 
Coin  Values  has  price  quotes  for  this  variety  in  MS-60,  MS-62  and  MS-63  even  though 
none  have  been  certified  in  these  grades.  1 855  -  This  is  a  very  common  date  that  is 
available  at  most  coin  shows  and  auctions.  It  is  only  slightly  scarcer  in  mint  state  than 
most  of  the  common  dates  but  priced  higher  because  of  its  two  year  type  coin  status. 

1855-  0  -  This  date  is  scarce  and  most  examples  have  a  poor  strike  or  damaged 
surfaces.  A  nice  problem  free  coin  is  well  worth  the  price.  This  date  becomes  much 
rarer  in  high  grades.  Only  1 3  mint  state  examples  have  been  graded  by  both  services. 
Mint  state  coins  are  very  expensive.  1855-S  -  This  is  the  first  San  Francisco  mint 
quarter  and  examples  are  scarce.  Most  pieces  have  a  poor  strike  or  damaged 
surfaces.  This  date  becomes  much  rarer  in  high  grades  and  a  nice  problem  free  coin 
is  well  worth  the  price.  Only  15  mint  state  examples  have  been  graded  by  both 
services.  1856  -  This  is  another  common  date  in  all  grades  including  mint  state. 

1856-  0  -  This  date  are  slightly  harder  to  find  than  the  common  dates  in  the  series. 
This  date  becomes  much  scarcer  in  mint  state  with  fewer  than  30  coins  graded  by 
both  services.  1856-S  -  This  is  a  semi-key  date  that  you  do  not  see  very  often. 
Examples  are  well  worth  their  listed  price  in  grades  from  Good  to  XF.  This  issue 
becomes  impossible  to  find  in  mint  state  with  only  1 1  pieces  graded  by  both  services 
combined.  The  Large  S  over  Small  s  variety  is  much  scarcer  and  might  not  exist  in 
mint  state.  It  is  estimated  that  about  15%  of  the  coins  of  this  issue  are  examples  of 
the  1 856-S/s  variety.  1 857  -  This  is  a  common  date  in  all  grades  including  mint  state. 

1857-  0  -  This  is  a  slightly  better  date  in  circulated  grades  and  I  believe  under  priced. 
This  date  is  very  scarce  in  mint  state  with  only  25  pieces  graded  by  both  services 
combined.  1 857-S  -  This  is  a  semi-key  date  that  becomes  scarcer  in  higher  grades. 
Only  1 6  pieces  have  been  graded  by  both  services  in  mint  state.  1 858  -  This  is  a  very 
common  date  in  all  grades  including  mint  state.  1858-0  -  This  issue  has  a  high 
mintage  but  I  believe  that  it  is  a  super  sleeper  in  all  grades.  The  retail  price  guides  are 
far  too  low  and  nice  circulated  examples  cannot  be  found  at  anywhere  near  the  listed 
prices.  Only  eight  mint  state  pieces  have  been  graded  by  both  services  combined 
while  Coin  Values  has  it  listed  at  $2000  in  MS-60.  What  a  super  bargain  that  would 
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be  if  you  could  find  one!  Most  of  the  mint  state  coins  that  I  have  seen  are  weakly  struck 
and  darkly  toned.  A  nice  frosty  white  coin  with  a  decent  strike  would  be  a  treat  to 
behold!  1858-S-This  issue  is  much  scarcer  than  generally  believed  and  it  becomes 
progressively  harder  to  find  in  higher  grades.  There  is  only  one  known  mint  state 
coin!  This  piece  appeared  in  the  Richmond  Collection  a  few  years  ago  and  it  was 
graded  NGC  MS-62.  Only  28  coins  have  been  certified  by  both  services  in  all  grades 
and  it  is  a  very  underrated  date.  1 859  -  This  issue  is  fairly  common  in  all  grades  but 
it  is  a  little  scarcer  in  mint  state  than  the  1856, 1857  and  1858  dates.  1859-0  -  This 
date  is  pretty  common  in  circulated  grades  but  it  becomes  quite  scarce  in  mint  state. 
Only  1 9  mint  state  coins  have  been  graded  by  both  services.  1 859-S  -  This  is  a  real 
tough  date  and  it  is  not  available  even  in  very  low  grades.  Coin  Values  lists  it  at  $1 25 
in  Good  and  $200  in  VG,  a  real  bargain  if  you  could  find  one.  Only  31  total  coins  have 
been  graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC  in  all  grades  with  the  highest  being  an  AU-55  coin. 
1860  -  This  date  is  only  slightly  scarcer  than  the  most  common  dates  and  it  is 
generally  available  in  mint  state.  1860-O  -  This  date  is  much  harder  to  find  than  its 
mintage  would  suggest.  Examples  are  priced  just  slightly  higher  than  the  most 
common  dates.  1 860-S  -  This  issue  is  very  rare  in  all  grades  including  Good  and  VG. 
It  comes  with  a  weakly  struck  reverse  and  only  24  coins  have  been  slabbed  by  PCGS 
and  NGC  combined  in  all  grades.  There  is  only  one  known  mint  state  specimen.  This 
issue  is  under  priced  in  the  lower  grades.  1861  -  This  is  one  of  the  most  common 
dates  in  the  series  and  it  is  readily  available  in  all  grades  including  mint  state.  1861-S 

-  Only  39  coins  have  been  graded  by  both  services  in  all  grades  and  no  mint  state 
coins  are  known  to  exist.  This  is  another  sleeper  that  is  very  reasonably  priced  in 
grades  from  Good  to  XF.  1 862  -  This  date  is  a  little  scarcer  than  most  of  the  common 
dates  but  quite  a  few  mint  state  pieces  have  been  graded.  1862-S  -  This  is  another 
Civil  War  date  that  is  hard  to  locate  but  not  all  that  expensive.  It  has  a  lower  mintage 
but  is  more  often  available  than  the  1861-S  date.  It  is  very  scarce  in  mint  state  with 
only  21  pieces  graded  by  NGC  and  PCGS  combined.  The  highest  graded  is  MS-64. 
1863  -  This  is  a  slightly  scarcer  date  that  is  reasonably  priced  and  mint  state  coins 
are  generally  available.  1864  -  Mintages  drop  off  during  the  Civil  War  era  and  this 
date  is  quite  scarce  in  circulated  grades.  Mint  state  coins  are  generally  available  and 
several  high  grade  mint  state  pieces  have  been  certified  by  the  two  services.  1864-S 

-  This  issue  had  an  extremely  low  mintage  of  only  20,000  pieces  and  there  is  a  huge 
demand  for  this  rarity.  I  believe  that  it  is  still  under  priced  in  grades  from  Good  to  XF. 
This  date  is  very  expensive  in  mint  state  with  only  about  8  coins  known  to  exist 
according  to  PCGS  and  NGC.  The  finest  known  example  has  been  graded  NGC  MS- 
68.  1865  -  This  is  a  low  mintage  Philadelphia  issue  that  is  very  scarce  in  average 
circulated  grades.  Only  72  coins  have  been  slabbed  and  over  half  of  them  are  mint 
state.  1 865-S  -  This  is  the  last  year  for  the  No  Motto  type  and  most  of  the  pieces  that 
I  have  seen  have  been  cleaned  or  are  damaged.  Finding  a  nice  problem  free  coin  of 
this  date  can  present  a  challenge.  There  have  been  nearly  30  coins  slabbed  in  mint 
state  but  I  believe  that  some  of  them  have  been  sent  in  several  times.  This  is  a  tough 
date  to  find  but  I  believe  that  it  is  reasonably  priced.  1866  -  This  is  one  of  the  most 
underrated  Philadelphia  issues  in  the  series.  An  example  of  this  date  is  worth  more 
in  Good  than  it  is  in  Proof-60.  Examples  of  this  date  come  very  weakly  struck  on  both 
sides.  Mint  state  pieces  are  much  rarer  than  proofs  but  they  are  probably  easier  to 
find  than  VG  or  Fine  coins.  1866-S  -  This  date  is  rare  in  all  grades  and  is  probably 
harder  to  find  than  the  lower  mintage  1 864-S  date.  It  is  very  rare  in  mint  state  with  only 
seven  examples  graded  by  both  services.  However,  it  is  still  reasonably  priced  for  its 
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rarity.  1867  -  This  is  another  rare  and  hard  to  find  Philadelphia  mint  issue.  A  nice 
Good  to  VF  example  is  nearly  impossible  to  find  and  would  probably  sell  for  as  much 
as  a  low  end  proof  coin.  Mint  state  coins  are  actually  quite  rare  with  only  21  graded 
by  both  services  combined.  There  is  only  one  graded  higher  than  MS-64.  1867-S  - 
This  date  is  very  rare  and  even  harder  to  find  than  the  1866-S  date.  Only  28  pieces 
have  been  graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined  with  about  half  of  them  in  the  Good 
to  VF  range.  High  grade  coins  are  extremely  rare.  Only  five  mint  state  coins  have  been 
graded  by  both  services.  This  date  is  almost  never  offered  for  sale,  even  at  auction. 

1 868  -  This  is  another  scarce  Philadelphia  mint  issue  but  it  is  not  as  rare  as  the  1 867 
date.  Circulated  coins  are  hard  to  find  at  the  current  price  levels.  Low  end  mint  state 
coins  are  available  but  high  grade  pieces  are  nearly  non-existent.  1 868-S  -  This  issue 
is  scarce  in  circulated  grades  and  very  scarce  in  mint  state.  Several  high  end  mint 
state  coins  are  known  to  exist.  1869  -  This  is  another  rare  Philadelphia  mint  issue. 
The  availability  of  proof  coins  of  this  date  will  always  keep  prices  reasonable. 
Circulated  coins  are  nearly  impossible  to  find.  Only  about  20  mint  state  pieces  have 
been  certified  with  two  of  them  graded  MS-65  or  higher.  1 869-S  -  This  issue  is  scarce 
in  circulated  grades  and  very  scarce  in  mint  state.  Nearly  equal  in  rarity  to  the  1 868- 
S  date  but  this  issue  has  fewer  certified  by  the  two  services.  1870  -  This  issue  is 
scarce  in  low  grades  but  more  frequently  available  than  examples  from  the  1865  to 

1 869  Philadelphia  issues.  Mint  state  coins  are  scarce.  They  are  always  poor  in  quality 
because  they  were  struck  from  rusty  dies.  1870-S  -  One  is  rumored  to  exist.  Maybe 
it  still  rests  in  the  cornerstone  of  the  old  San  Francisco  mint  building.  Finding  it  would 
be  the  discovery  of  the  century  in  numismatics!  1 870-CC  -  This  is  the  second  rarest 
date  in  the  series  and  it  seems  like  everyone  needs  it.  There  is  a  huge  demand  for 
this  date  and  examples  usually  sell  for  much  more  than  the  retail  price  guide.  Recent 
price  increases  have  not  brought  too  many  pieces  out  of  the  closet.  There  is  only  one 
known  mint  state  specimen,  the  Eliasberg  coin  which  has  been  graded  NGC  MS-64. 
1871  -  This  date  is  very  scarce  and  underrated.  Examples  are  a  good  value  at  the 
current  price  levels.  Mint  state  coins  are  scarce.  1871-S  -  This  is  another  rare  date 
that  I  believe  is  still  underrated.  Only  53  coins  have  been  slabbed  in  all  grades  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  combined.  I  feel  that  this  date  is  very  reasonably  priced  at  the  current 
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price  levels.  Population  reports  show  that  27  pieces  have  been  certified  in  mint  state 
but  I  have  seen  very  few  of  them  in  recent  years.  1 871  -CC  -  This  date  is  very  rare  and 
under  priced  in  the  lower  grades.  Examples  will  bring  at  least  double  their  Coin 
Values  price  in  grades  from  Good  to  VG.  High  grade  coins  are  nearly  non-existent 
with  only  three  known  mint  state  specimens.  1872  -  This  date  is  very  scarce  and 
underrated.  Examples  are  a  good  value  at  the  current  price  levels.  Mint  state  pieces 
are  scarce  with  this  issue  being  a  little  scarcer  than  the  1871  date  in  higher  grades. 
1872-S  -  This  is  the  rarest  San  Francisco  mint  issue  according  to  Larry  Briggs  but 
I  believe  that  the  1 860-S  and  1 867-S  dates  are  harder  to  find.  Only  35  coins  have  been 
certified  by  the  two  services  in  all  grades  with  only  1 1  in  mint  state.  Examples  bring 
a  hefty  price  in  all  grades  when  they  are  available.  This  is  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the 
series.  1 872-CC  -  This  is  the  most  available  of  the  rare  early  Carson  City  dates.  This 
date  is  super  rare  in  XF  or  better  condition  with  only  two  mint  state  coins  certified. 
1873  No  Arrows  Closed  3  -  This  is  the  most  difficult  Philadelphia  mint  Seated 
quarter  in  non-proof  condition.  Only  1 7  coins  have  been  slabbed  in  all  grades.  A  nice 
circulated  business  strike  is  impossible  to  find.  Five  mint  state  coins  have  been 
certified  as  of  July  2007.  These  pieces  are  very  expensive!  1873  No  Arrows  Open 
3  -  This  is  not  a  common  date.  Only  57  pieces  have  been  certified  in  all  grades  yet 
the  retail  price  guides  list  it  at  $75  in  Fine  condition.  This  is  a  true  sleeper.  Only  35 
coins  have  been  slabbed  in  mint  state.  These  are  reasonably  priced  if  you  can  find 
one.  1873-CC  No  Arrows  -  This  is  the  undisputed  king  of  the  series.  This  date  is 
available  only  when  major  collections  appear  at  auction.  Only  five  specimens  are 
known  to  exist.  Three  of  the  known  pieces  are  mint  state.  Examples  are  very 
expensive  but  probably  worth  the  price.  1873  With  Arrows  -  This  is  the  most 
common  of  the  two  year  type  with  arrows.  It  brings  a  premium  only  because  of  its  type 
coin  status.  It  is  available  in  all  grades  including  mint  state.  1873-CC  With  Arrows 
-  This  is  one  of  the  important  key  dates  in  the  series.  It  is  very  rare  in  all  grades  with 
only  two  coins  certified  in  mint  state.  It  is  nearly  as  rare  overall  as  the  1 871  -CC  date. 
It  is  usually  seen  in  very  low  grades.  1873-S  -  This  is  another  of  those  overlooked 
dates  and  it  is  a  true  sleeper.  Only  68  pieces  have  been  slabbed  yet  this  date  is  priced 
only  slightly  higher  in  Good  to  Fine  grades  than  the  most  common  dates.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  find  at  the  current  price  levels.  Only  22  examples  have  been  certified  in  mint 
state.  1874  -  This  issue  is  actually  scarcer  than  the  higher  priced  1874-S  date. 
Examples  are  well  worth  their  listed  prices  in  all  grades.  In  mint  state  this  date  is  much 
harder  to  find  than  the  1873  WA  date  or  the  1874-S  date  yet  it  is  priced  as  a  With 
Arrows  type  coin.  1874-S  -  This  date  is  fairly  common  due  to  a  hoard  discovered 
many  years  ago.  It  is  often  available  even  in  high  mint  state  grades.  1875  -  This  is 
a  common  date  that  is  readily  available  in  all  grades  including  high  grade  mint  state. 
1 875-S  -This  issue  comes  very  weakly  struck  and  is  considered  to  be  a  slightly  better 
date  that  is  priced  accordingly.  1 875-CC  -  This  is  a  very  underrated  and  under  priced 
sleeper  that  is  worth  far  more  than  its  published  retail  values  in  grades  up  to  MS-63. 
Only  84  coins  have  been  slabbed  with  30  of  them  in  mint  state  grades.  1 876, 1 876-S, 
1877  and  1877-S  -  These  are  all  very  common  dates  that  are  readily  available  in  all 
grades  including  high  grade  mint  state.  1 877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  -  This  is  another 
interesting  variety.  There  have  been  70  pieces  certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined 
in  all  grades.  Interestingly,  60%  of  the  certified  coins  are  in  mint  state.  It  is  still  a 
reasonably  priced  sleeper  in  the  low  circulated  grades  from  Good  to  Fine.  This  variety 
can  still  be  cherry  picked  in  these  grades  because  the  over  mintmark  is  sometimes 
hard  to  see.  1876-CC  and  1877-CC  -  These  are  both  very  common  dates  but 
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examples  bring  a  pretty  strong  premium  because  they  are  Carson  City  coins.  Several 
hundred  1876-CC  and  1877-CC  quarters  have  been  slabbed  in  mint  state  including 
several  in  MS-65  or  better.  1 878  -  This  is  not  a  common  date  despite  a  relatively  high 
mintage.  Examples  don't  show  up  nearly  as  often  as  the  more  common  dates  of  this 
period.  However,  examples  can  usually  be  purchased  at  the  same  price  as  the  more 
common  dates  even  in  mint  state.  1878-S  -  This  is  a  very  underrated  date  that  is 
nearly  impossible  to  find  anywhere.  Examples  are  poorly  struck  and  they  will  bring 
far  more  than  their  Coin  Values  listing  in  any  grade.  Mint  state  coins  are  rare  with  only 
26  total  coins  graded.  1878-CC  -  This  date  is  slightly  scarcer  than  the  1 876-CC  and 
1877-CC  dates.  It  is  available  in  all  grades  including  gem  uncirculated.  1879, 1880, 
1881,  1882,  1883,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1887,  1888  and  1889  -  This  is  a  very 
interesting  group  of  extremely  low  mintage  dates  within  the  Seated  quarter  series. 
Large  numbers  of  these  coins  were  saved  at  the  time  of  issue  because  of  their 
extremely  low  mintages.  All  of  the  dates  from  1879  to  1889  are  hard  to  find  in 
circulated  condition  but  many  high  grade  coins  exist  for  each  of  these  years  except 
1886.  This  is  the  scarcest  date  in  the  group  with  a  mintage  of  only  5886  pieces  and 
it  is  extremely  rare  in  circulated  grades.  A  nice  Good  to  VG  1 886  quarter  would  bring 
as  much  as  a  low  end  proof  coin  of  this  date.  The  1 884  and  1 887  issues  would  be  the 
next  scarcest  dates  in  this  group  of  rare  Philadelphia  issues.  1888-S  -  This  issue  is 
priced  about  the  same  as  a  common  date  but  it  is  a  little  tougher  to  find.  Most 
examples  are  weakly  struck  and  unattractive.  1 890  -  This  issue  has  a  higher  mintage 
and  is  more  available  than  the  group  of  low  mintage  Philadelphia  issues  from  the 
previous  decade.  1891  and  1891-S  -  These  are  both  very  common  dates  that  are 
readily  available  in  all  grades  including  high  grade  mint  state.  1891-0  -  Only  62 
examples  in  all  grades  have  been  graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined.  This  is  a  very 
tough  date  to  find  and  it  is  the  only  New  Orleans  With  Motto  Seated  quarter.  I  feel  that 
this  date  is  under  priced  in  the  current  market  and  that  mint  state  coins  are  quite  rare. 
Only  18  coins  have  been  certified  in  mint  state  by  both  services. 
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Part  Two  -  Proof  Quarters 

1838  -  Mintage  of  3  according  to  PCGS.  Only  one  coin  has  been  certified,  that 
piece  in  Proof-63. 1839  -  Mintage  of  2  according  to  Briggs.  Only  one  coin  has  been 
certified,  that  piece  in  Proof-65.  1840  -  Mintage  unknown.  Three  coins  have  been 
certified  by  NGC.  1841  -  Mintage  of  4  according  to  PCGS.  Three  coins  total  have 
been  certified  by  both  services.  1842  Small  Date  -  About  7  different  pieces  are 
known  to  exist.  Very  rare,  a  proof  only  date.  1 843  -  Mintage  of  1 0  according  to  PCGS. 
Eleven  pieces  have  been  certified.  1844  -  Mintage  unknown,  estimated  to  be  5  by 
Briggs.  Only  one  coin  has  been  certified.  1 845  -  Mintage  of  6  according  to  PCGS  with 
a  total  of  7  coins  certified.  1 846  -  Mintage  of  1 2  with  1 8  coins  certified.  1 847  -  Mintage 
of  1 0  with  exactly  1 0  coins  certified.  1 848  -  Mintage  of  1 0  with  only  6  coins  certified 
by  both  services.  The  finest  known  is  the  fantastic  Eliasberg  specimen!  1849  - 
Mintage  of  8  according  to  PCGS  with  a  total  of  8  coins  certified.  1850  -  Mintage  of 
only  3  coins  but  population  reports  show  that  4  coins  have  been  certified.  1851  - 
There  is  no  record  that  any  proofs  were  ever  struck  for  this  year  and  no  coins  have 
been  certified.  1 852  -  Mintage  unknown.  Only  one  piece  has  been  certified,  an  NGC 
Proof-65  coin.  1 853  With  Arrows  -  Mintage  of  5  with  a  total  of  8  coins  certified.  1 854 

-  Mintage  of  10  with  a  total  of  26  coins  certified.  PCGS  lists  14  pieces  in  Proof-64 
suggesting  that  there  have  been  multiple  resubmissions  forthis  date.  1855 -Mintage 
of  20  pieces  with  17  certified  by  both  services.  1855-S  -  There  is  only  one  known 
branch  mint  proof,  a  coin  that  was  sold  as  part  of  the  Richmond  Collection  in  March 
2005.  This  piece  has  been  graded  NGC  Proof-63. 

Beginning  with  1856  I  have  decided  to  take  my  analysis  a  step  further  by  giving 
my  observations  on  the  rarity  of  cameo  proofs  compared  to  brilliant  proofs.  Some 
dates  are  actually  quite  rare  with  the  cameo  designation.  1856  -  Mintage  of  30 
pieces.  42  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  7  cameo  proofs.  1857  -  Mintage  of  40 
pieces.  48  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  2  cameo  proofs.  This  date  is  very  rare  with 
the  cameo  designation.  1 858  -  Mintage  of  1 00  pieces.  94  proofs  have  been  certified 
plus  12  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  1859  -  Mintage  of  800  pieces.  185 
proofs  have  been  certified  plus  28  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  1860  - 
Mintage  of  1000  pieces  but  458  were  melted  at  the  mint.  281  proofs  have  been 
certified  plus  25  cameo  proofs.  1861  -  Mintage  of  1000  pieces  but  over  600  were 
melted  at  the  mint  according  to  Briggs.  1 80  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  6  cameo 
proofs.  This  is  a  sleeper  date  in  proof  and  it  is  super  rare  with  the  cameo  designation. 
1 862  -  Mintage  of  550  pieces  but  1 20  were  melted  at  the  mint  according  to  Briggs. 
247  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  20  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  1863 

-  Mintage  of  460  pieces.  245  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  33  cameo  proofs.  1864 

-  Mintage  of  470  pieces.  274  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  32  cameo  proofs.  1865 

-  Mintage  of  500  pieces.  266  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  51  cameo  proofs  and 
9  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  This  date  is  rather  common  with  the  cameo  designa- 
tion. 1866  -  Mintage  of  725  pieces.  223  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  39  cameo 
proofs  and  5  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1867  -  Mintage  of  625  pieces.  254  proofs 
have  been  certified  plus  50  cameo  proofs  and  7  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1868 

-  Mintage  of  600  pieces.  248  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  23  cameo  proofs.  This 
date  is  a  sleeper  with  the  cameo  designation.  The  highest  graded  by  PCGS  is  only 
a  PCGS  Proof-64  cameo  coin.  1869  -  Mintage  of  600  pieces.  261  proofs  have  been 
certified  plus  34  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  1870  -  Mintage  of  1000 
pieces.  237  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  49  cameo  proofs  and  4  deep  or  ultra 
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cameo  proofs.  1871  -  Mintage  of  960  pieces.  224  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  28 
cameo  proofs  and  2  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1872  -  Mintage  of  950  pieces.  276 
proofs  have  been  certified  plus  43  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  1873  No 
Arrows  Closed  3  -  Mintage  of  600  pieces.  281  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  34 
cameo  proofs.  1873  With  Arrows  -  Mintage  of  540  pieces.  232  proofs  have  been 
certified  plus  24  cameo  proofs.  This  is  a  scarcer  date  with  the  cameo  designation. 

1 874  -  Mintage  of  850  pieces.  384  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  50  cameo  proofs. 

1875  -  Mintage  of  700  pieces.  245  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  54  cameo  proofs 
and  8  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1876  -  Mintage  of  1 150  pieces.  280  proofs  have 
been  certified  plus  40  cameo  proofs  and  3  deep  cameo  proofs.  1 877  -  Mintage  of  51 0 
pieces.  235  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  26  cameo  proofs.  This  is  another  slightly 
tougher  date  with  the  cameo  designation.  1 878  -  Mintage  of  800  pieces.  296  proofs 
have  been  certified  plus  32  cameo  proofs  and  1  ultra  cameo  proof.  1879  -  Mintage 
of  1 1 00  pieces.  497  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  50  cameo  proofs.  1 880  -  Mintage 
of  1355  pieces.  558  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  108  cameo  proofs  and  7  deep 
or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1881  -  Mintage  of  975  pieces.  474  proofs  have  been  certified 
plus  82  cameo  proofs  and  7  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1882  -  Mintage  of  11 00 
pieces.  500  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  69  cameo  proofs  and  4  deep  or  ultra 
cameo  proofs.  1883  -  Mintage  of  1039  pieces.  515  proofs  have  been  certified  plus 
88  cameo  proofs  and  1  ultra  cameo  proof.  1 884  -  Mintage  of  875  pieces.  557  proofs 
have  been  certified  plus  67  cameo  proofs.  1 885  -  Mintage  of  930  pieces.  430  proofs 
have  been  certified  plus  79  cameo  proofs  and  5  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1886 

-  Mintage  of  886  pieces.  458  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  78  cameo  proofs  and 
1 2  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  Many  high  grade  cameo  and  deep  cameo  coins  exist 
for  this  date.  These  pieces  are  some  of  the  nicest  looking  coins  in  the  series.  1887 

-  Mintage  of  710  pieces.  405  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  32  cameo  proofs.  This 
is  a  scarcer  date  with  the  cameo  designation.  1888  -  Mintage  of  800  pieces.  344 
proofs  have  been  certified  plus  55  cameo  proofs  and  5  deep  cameo  proofs.  1889  - 
Mintage  of  71 1  pieces.  282  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  66  cameo  proofs  and  8 
deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1890  -  Mintage  of  590  pieces.  310  proofs  have  been 
graded  plus  59  cameo  proofs  and  42  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  There  is  a  large 
number  of  deep  and  ultra  cameo  proofs  for  this  date.  1 891  -  Mintage  of  600  pieces. 
318  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  76  cameo  proofs  and  12  deep  or  ultra  cameo 
proofs.  1891-0  -  Briggs  claims  that  2  branch  mint  proofs  are  known  but  none  have 
been  certified  as  proofs.  The  population  reports  list  one  Specimen-65  coin. 
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Liberty  Seated  Dollars  for  Sale 
Prices  for  This  Series  Continue  to  Rise! 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1 840      PCGS  AU-53,  golden  luster   $1 350 

1 844  NGC  AU-50,  super  original  toning   1 750 

1 845  NGC  AU-53,  nice  original  toning   2300 

1847      AU-55,  nice  original  toning   850 

1849      ICG  AU-53,  nice  original  toning    950 

1853      AU-58,  nice  original  toning   2500 

1857      AU-53,  super  original  toning   1850 

1859      AU-55,  deep  original  toning    1750 

1 859      NGC  AU-58,  original  toning   2250 

1 859-  S    NGC  AU-55,  original  toning   4850 

1860-  O   AU-58,  golden  toning    1350 

1 863      ICG  AU-55,  deep  original  toning   2500 

1867  AU-55,  light  toning   1550 

1 868  NGC  AU-50,  light  toning   1 1 00 

1869  AU-58,  deep  original  toning    1750 

1870  AU-58,  deep  original  toning    1300 

1872      AU-50,  deep  original  toning    675 

1872  AU-55,  nice  original  toning   785 

1873  NGC  MS-64,  nice  original  toning   7600 


Seven  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holders.  Call  for  availability  of 
other  dates  or  for  a  more  detailed  description  of  the  listed  coins.  Virginia  residents 
please  add  4.5%  sales  tax.  All  orders  sent  postage  paid.  All  coins  in  bank  vault. 
Trades  welcomed. 

Greg  Shishmanian  •  LSCC#1494 

P.O.  Box  1534  •  Leesburg,  VA  20177 
Telephone:  (703)  906-7730 
from  8AM  to  3PM 
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Date  Styles  for  1856  United  States  Coinage 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Numismatic  scholars  have  noted  Large  Date  and  Small  Date  varieties  for  1856 
Seated  dimes  but  a  more  detailed  listing  of  date  styles  for  this  year  is  not  readily 
available.  A  quick  study  of  coins  from  the  early  1850s  will  show  that  the  digit  5  has 
a  slanted  segment  that  connects  its  flag  to  its  lower  arc.  This  feature  is  hardly  noticed 
for  the  years  from  1850  to  1854  because  the  final  date  digit  is  always  in  an  upright 
position.  But  in  1855  the  slanted  segments  on  the  final  two  digits  make  the  date 
appear  to  be  tilted  to  the  right.  Dies  with  slanted  5s  were  used  on  all  denominations 
of  U.S.  coinage  in  1855  but  the  mint  used  dies  with  upright  5s  to  strike  some  large 
cents.  It  is  not  known  why  dates  with  upright  5s  were  used  only  on  large  cents  or  even 
why  a  second  date  style  was  introduced  during  this  year.  At  the  ANA  Convention  in 
Milwaukee  I  spoke  to  numismatic  scholar  R.W.  Julian  who  indicated  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  Mint  correspondence  in  the  National  Archives  that  even  addressed  the 
question  of  date  style  for  the  year  1855. 

The  perception  of  a  tilted  date  would  be  resolved  in  1856  because  the  final  date 
digit  would  be  a  6  in  the  upright  position.  However,  the  Mint  prepared  some  dies  in 
1 856  with  a  slanted  5  while  others  had  an  upright  5.  The  date  had  a  slanted  5  for  some 
denominations  while  it  had  an  upright  5  for  others.  For  a  few  denominations  a  slanted 
5  was  used  on  some  dies  and  an  upright  5  on  others.  I  would  therefore  like  to  describe 
the  pattern  of  date  styles  that  exist  for  all  1 856  denominations  produced  at  the  Mint 
during  this  year. 

I  have  studied  the  date  characteristics  for  all  denominations  of  United  States 
coinage  struck  at  the  Mint  in  1856  and  have  identified  seven  date  styles  that  were 
used  on  thirteen  denominations  of  coinage  for  this  year.  These  seven  date  punches 
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were  used  to  prepare  the  dies  for  copper,  silver  and  gold  coinage  in  1856.  A  listing 
of  the  characteristics  for  each  of  these  date  styles  is  given  below. 

Date  Style  A 

The  date  is  3.6mm  long  from  the  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right 
arc  of  the  6.  The  1  is  1  .Omm  high  and  the  date  has  an  upright  5  with  the  segment  nearly 
touching  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  flag  of  the  5  does  not  extend  over  to  the  right  edge 
of  the  digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1856  half  dimes  and  gold  dollars. 

Date  Style  B 

The  date  is  4.0mm  long  from  the  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right 
arc  of  the  6.  The  1  is  1 .2mm  high  and  the  date  has  a  slanted  5  with  the  segment  nearly 
touching  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  flag  of  the  5  extends  over  to  the  right  edge  of  the 
digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1856  dimes,  gold  dollars  and  quarter  eagles. 

Date  Style  C 

The  date  is  4.8mm  long  from  the  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right 
arc  of  the  6.  The  1  is  1 .6mm  high  and  the  date  has  an  upright  5  with  the  segment 
separated  from  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  flag  of  the  5  does  not  extend  over  to  the  right 
edge  of  the  digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1 856  half  cents,  dimes  and  three  dollar 
gold  pieces. 

Date  Style  D 

The  date  is  6.5mm  long  from  the  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right 
arc  of  the  6.  The  1  is  2.0mm  high  and  the  date  has  an  upright  5  with  the  segment 
touching  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  flag  of  the  5  does  not  extend  over  to  the  right  edge 
of  the  digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1856  quarters  and  half  eagles. 

Date  Style  E 

The  date  is  6.8mm  long  from  the  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right 
arc  of  the  6.  The  1  is  2.2mm  high  and  the  date  has  a  slanted  5  with  the  segment  distant 
from  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  flag  of  the  5  extends  over  to  the  right  edge  of  the  digit. 
This  date  style  was  used  only  on  1856  large  cents. 

Date  Style  F 

The  date  is  8. 1  mm  long  from  the  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  arc  of 
the  6.  The  1  is  2.4mm  high  and  the  date  has  an  upright  5  with  the  segment  joined  to  the 
ball  of  the  digit.  The  flag  of  the  5  does  not  extend  over  to  the  right  edge  of  the  digit.  This 
date  style  was  used  on  1 856  large  cents,  half  dollars,  eagles  and  double  eagles. 

Date  Style  G 

The  date  is  9.5mm  long  from  the  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right 
arc  of  the  6.  The  1  is  2.8mm  high  and  the  date  has  a  slanted  5  with  the  segment  very 
close  to  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  flag  of  the  5  extends  over  nearly  to  the  right  edge 
of  the  digit.  This  date  style  was  used  only  on  1856  Seated  dollars. 
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A  summary  of  the  characteristics  for  the  seven  date  styles  is  given  in  the  table 
below. 

Characteristics  of  Date  Styles  Used  on  1856  United  States  Coinage 
Date  Height     Date  Length      Style  of  Digit  5 


Date  Style  in  mm  in  mm  in  Date 

A  1.0  3.6  Upright  5 

B  1 .2  4.0  Slanted  5 

C  1.6  4.8  Upright  5 

D  2.0  6.5  Upright  5 

E  2.2  6.8  Slanted  5 

F  2.4  8.1  Upright  5 

G  2.8  9.5  Slanted  5 


The  table  shows  seven  date  styles  with  increasing  size  for  date  height  and  length 
with  an  alternating  pattern  for  the  style  of  the  digit  5.  The  only  exception  would  be 
that  adjacent  date  styles  C  and  D  both  have  an  upright  5.  Then  again  it  is  rather 
curious  that  there  is  an  unusually  large  jump  in  date  length  between  styles  C  and  D 
leading  to  the  possibility  that  an  eighth  date  punch  was  originally  prepared  with  the 
set.  It  is  possible  that  an  eighth  date  punch  broke  before  it  could  be  used  on  coinage 
dies  but  its  use  on  a  few  dies  cannot  be  ruled  out.  While  extensive  die  studies  have 
been  made  on  copper  and  silver  coinage  very  little  research  has  been  done  on  gold 
coinage.  A  more  detailed  study  of  these  denominations  may  lead  to  some  unex- 
pected discoveries. 

An  examination  of  the  date  styles  for  each  denomination  of  this  year  will  provide 
some  useful  information  in  attributing  varieties  of  this  date.  It  is  possible  that  other 
date  style  varieties  exist  but  this  search  cannot  begin  without  a  clear  understanding 
of  what  is  currently  known. 
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Date  Styles  for  1856  United  States  Coinage 
1856  Half  Cents 

The  copper  half  cents  of  this  date  have  been  struck  from  an  obverse  with  date  style 
C.  The  date  has  an  upright  5  and  it  is  4.8mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans 
1 2  denticles  from  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc 
of  the  6.  The  rarity  of  examples  for  this  denomination  makes  it  unlikely  that  other  date 
styles  were  used  on  these  pieces. 

1 856  Large  Cents 

Large  cents  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  E  and  date  style  F  obverses. 
Date  style  E  coins  have  a  slanted  5  and  the  date  is  6.8mm  in  length.  Date  style  F  coins 
have  an  upright  5  and  the  date  is  8.1  mm  in  length.  The  difference  in  the  style  of  the 
digit  5  and  the  difference  in  date  length  make  it  easy  to  identify  the  two  types.  As  a 
final  piece  of  information  the  date  on  style  E  coins  spans  1 2  denticles  while  the  date 
on  style  F  coins  spans  14  denticles.  Examples  with  both  date  styles  are  readily 
available  to  interested  collectors. 

1856  Half  Dimes 

Half  dimes  of  this  date  were  struck  only  from  date  style  A  obverses.  The  date  has 
an  upright  5  and  is  3.6mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  1 0  denticles  from 
the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc  of  the  6.  Half  dimes 
were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mint  during  this  year. 

1856  Dimes 

Dimes  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  B  and  date  style  C  obverses.  Date 
style  B  coins  have  a  slanted  5  and  the  date  is  4.0mm  in  length.  Date  style  C  coins  have 
an  upright  5  and  the  date  is  4.8mm  in  length.  The  difference  in  the  style  of  the  digit 
5  is  sufficient  to  identify  the  two  types.  As  a  final  piece  of  information  the  date  on  style 
B  coins  spans  1 1  denticles  while  the  date  on  style  C  coins  spans  13  denticles.  Date 
style  C  coins  were  struck  only  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  while  date  style  B  coins  were 
struck  at  the  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mints  during  this  year. 
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1856  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  date  were  struck  only  from  date  style  D  obverses.  The  date  has  an 
upright  5  and  is  6.5mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  1 3  denticles  from  the 
left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc  of  the  6.  Quarters  were 
struck  at  the  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mints  during  this  year. 

1856  Half  Dollars 

Half  dollars  of  this  date  were  struck  only  from  date  style  F  obverses.  The  date  has 
an  upright  5  and  is  8.1mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  1 4  denticles  from 
the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc  of  the  6.  Half  dollars 
were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mints  during  this  year. 

1856  Seated  Dollars 

Seated  dollars  of  this  date  were  struck  only  from  date  style  G  obverses.  The  date 
has  a  slanted  5  and  is  9.5mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  1 5  denticles 
from  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc  of  the  6.  Seated 
dollars  were  struck  only  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  during  this  year. 

1856  Gold  Dollars 

Gold  dollars  have  their  dates  on  the  reverse  inside  the  wreath  that  also  includes 
the  denomination.  Gold  dollars  of  this  year  were  struck  from  date  style  A  and  date 
style  B  reverses.  Date  style  A  coins  have  an  upright  5  and  the  date  is  3.6mm  in  length. 
Date  style  B  coins  have  a  slanted  5  and  the  date  is  4.0mm  in  length.  The  difference 
in  style  of  the  digit  5  is  sufficient  to  identify  the  two  types.  Date  style  B  coins  were 
struck  only  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  while  date  style  A  coins  were  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia,  Dahlonega  and  San  Francisco  mints  during  this  year. 

1856  Quarter  Eagles 

Quarter  eagles  of  this  date  were  struck  only  from  date  style  B  obverses.  The  date 
has  a  slanted  5  and  is  4.0mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  1 2  denticles 
from  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc  of  the  6.  Quarter 
eagles  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia,  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco  mints  during  this  year. 
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1856  Three  Dollar  Gold  Pieces 

Three  dollar  gold  pieces  have  their  dates  on  the  reverse  inside  the  wreath  that  also 
includes  the  denomination.  Three  dollar  coins  of  this  year  were  struck  only  from  date 
style  C  reverses.  The  date  has  an  upright  5  and  is  4.8mm  in  length.  Three  dollar  coins 
were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  mints  during  this  year. 

1856  Half  Eagles 

Half  eagles  of  this  date  were  struck  only  from  date  style  D  obverses.  The  date  has 
an  upright  5  and  is  6.5mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  1 6  denticles  from 
the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc  of  the  6.  Half  eagles 
were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia,  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco  mints  during  this  year. 

1856  Eagles 

Eagles  of  this  date  were  struck  only  from  date  style  F  obverses.  The  date  has  an 
upright  5  and  is  8.1  mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  1 6  denticles  from 
the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc  of  the  6.  Eagles  were 
struck  at  the  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mints  during  this  year. 

1856  Double  Eagles 

Double  eagles  of  this  date  were  struck  only  from  date  style  F  obverses.  The  date 
has  an  upright  5  and  is  8.1  mm  in  length.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  1 4  denticles 
from  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  arc  of  the  6.  Double 
eagles  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mints  during 
this  year. 

The  information  provided  above  can  be  summarized  in  the  table  below. 
Date  Styles  for  1856  United  States  Coinage 


Date  Style  A         B         C         D         E         F  G 

Date  Length  in  mm    3.6       4.0       4.8       6.5       6.8       8.1  9.5 

Half  Cent  x 

Large  Cent  x  x 

Half  Dime  x  ..... 

Dime  x  x 

Quarter  x 

Half  Dollar  .....         x  . 

Silver  Dollar  ......  * 

Gold  Dollar  x  x 

Quarter  Eagle  x 

Three  Dollar  Gold  x 

Half  Eagle  x 

Eagle  x 

Double  Eagle  x 
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The  table  shows  that  three  date  styles  were  used  on  copper  coinage,  six  on  silver 
coinage  and  five  on  gold  coinage.  Date  style  E  has  only  been  identified  on  large  cents 
while  date  style  G  has  only  been  identified  on  Seated  dollars.  Date  styles  C  and  F 
have  been  identified  on  copper,  silver  and  gold  coinage  while  date  style  F  has  been 
identified  on  large  cents,  half  dollars,  eagles  and  double  eagles.  Slanted  5  dies  have 
only  been  identified  for  dimes  and  Seated  dollars  among  the  silver  denominations. 
Date  style  E  has  a  slanted  5  and  a  size  between  the  date  styles  used  on  1 856  quarters 
and  half  dollars,  but  it  has  never  been  identified  on  either  of  these  denominations.  All 
known  1 856  half  eagles,  eagles  and  double  eagles  were  struck  from  upright  5  dies 
but  two  large  size  date  styles  with  a  slanted  5  were  available  for  use  during  this  year. 
It  is  entirely  possible  that  new  research  studies  will  lead  to  some  interesting 
discoveries  now  that  the  pattern  for  the  year  has  been  clearly  described. 

The  seven  date  styles  described  in  this  article  all  have  a  level  base  and  were  used 
on  the  thirteen  denominations  previously  described.  However,  there  were  two 
additional  denominations  struck  during  this  year  that  have  not  yet  been  discussed. 
These  would  be  the  1 856  flying  eagle  cents  and  the  1 856  three  cent  silver  pieces.  The 
dates  on  these  two  denominations  have  curved  bases  indicating  that  the  date  styles 
previously  described  were  not  used  to  prepare  the  dates  on  these  coins.  However, 
I  spoke  to  Flying  Eagle  Cent  specialist  Richard  Snow  at  the  ANA  Convention  in 
Milwaukee  and  it  was  his  opinion  that  afour  digit  date  punch  was  also  used  to  prepare 
the  date  for  these  new  small  cents  in  1 856. 

Anyone  with  additional  information  on  date  styles  for  1856  United  States  coinage 
is  encouraged  to  report  it  for  publication  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal.  Contempo- 
rary counterfeits  of  this  year  are  likely  to  have  dates  that  don't  match  the  styles 
described  in  this  article.  The  date  alone  might  be  sufficient  to  identify  a  suspected 
coin  as  a  counterfeit.  Take  time  to  study  any  unusual  pieces  that  you  may  have  locked 
away  in  storage,  you  never  know  what  you  may  find. 


1 856  Large  Cent  1 856  Large  Cent 

with  Date  Style  E  with  Date  Style  F 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Survey  Results 

by 

Darrell  Low 


The  popularity  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  has  grown  considerably  in  recent  years 
with  the  sale  of  the  Jim  Gray,  Frog  Run  Farm  and  Richmond  Collections.  These 
collections  have  infused  excitement  into  this  series  and  a  recent  article  in  a  national 
coin  publication  aptly  called  it  an  Extreme  Series.  With  over  40  rare  and  scarce  dates, 
this  series  could  very  well  be  the  most  difficult  U.S.  silver  series  to  complete. 

The  quarter  survey  was  well  received  by  the  LSCC  membership.  There  were  82 
surveys  returned  with  a  total  of  5061  coins  for  an  average  of  about  60  coins  per  survey. 
This  is  a  25%  increase  over  the  3937  coins  tabulated  in  the  1 993  survey  by  Larry  Briggs 
in  Issue  #60  of  the  journal.  The  results  of  this  survey  have  been  tabulated  in  several 
different  ways  to  obtain  as  much  information  as  possible  from  the  data.  There  were 
4829  business  strikes  quarters  reported  by  the  respondents  but  only  232  proof  coins 
were  included  in  their  sets.  This  article  will  list  the  number  of  coins  reported  for  each 
date  along  with  their  median  grades  and  average  grades.  Larry  Briggs  will  provide 
information  on  the  die  varieties  in  the  series  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal. 

Set  Building 

Four  members  reported  a  complete  1 08  piece  set  of  Seated  quarters  by  date  and 
mintmark.  These  sets  had  average  grades  from  Fine  to  AU.  Sixteen  additional 
members  were  within  25  coins  of  completing  their  sets.  Five  members  needed  5  or 
fewer  coins,  six  members  needed  6  to  10  coins  and  another  five  members  needed 
1 1  to  25  coins.  The  coin  that  was  needed  most  often  by  these  16  set  builders  was 
the  rare  1870-CC  quarter.  The  next  eight  coins  in  order  of  most  needed  were  the 
1871-CC,  1873-CC  WA,  1853  NA,  1884,  1872-S,  1872-CC,  1887  and  1885  dates. 
While  it  was  a  little  surprising  to  find  several  dates  from  the  1 880s  on  the  most  needed 
list,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  such  key  dates  as  the  1 849-0, 1 860-S,  1 864-S,  1 866 
and  1871-S  did  not  appear  among  the  top  nine. 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarters  by  Date  and  Grade 


AG-G 

VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

MS 

Proofs 

Date 

3-7 

8-11 

12-19  20-39  40-49  50-59  60-62 

63  + 

60+  Total 

1838 

5 

6 

6 

12 

11 

9 

1 

1 

0 

51 

1839 

6 

10 

3 

19 

19 

17 

3 

1 

0 

78 

1840-O  ND 

4 

8 

13 

20 

10 

9 

2 

2 

0 

68 

1 840  WD 

2 

3 

5 

9 

7 

8 

1 

2 

1 

38 

1 840-O  WD 

7 

11 

11 

10 

11 

9 

2 

2 

0 

63 

1841 

2 

0 

8 

8 

4 

7 

1 

2 

1 

33 

1841-0 

6 

9 

9 

13 

6 

10 

3 

3 

0 

59 

1842  Lg  Dt 

1 

1 

7 

9 

4 

8 

2 

1 

0 

33 

1842-0  Lg  Dt 

5 

9 

6 

14 

8 

7 

3 

3 

0 

55 

1842-0  Sm  Dt  8 

5 

1 

6 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

26 

1 R43 

I  OHO 

1 

2 

5 

10 

10 

11 

2 

5 

1 

47 

10 

12 

12 

9 

10 

9 

0 

1 

0 

63 

1844 

3 

4 

4 

10 

11 

7 

1 

3 

0 

43 

1 844-0 

13 

14 

8 

13 

9 

10 

1 

3 

0 

71 

1845 

2 

5 

11 

13 

10 

11 

1 

5 

1 

59 

1846 

3 

6 

5 

6 

14 

10 

2 

5 

1 

52 

1847 

3 

6 

15 

12 

14 

17 

1 

2 

1 

71 

1 847-0 

3 

9 

13 

12 

9 

6 

1 

1 

0 

54 

1848 

o 

5 

3 

11 

14 

9 

1 

2 

1 

46 

1849 

0 

4 

5 

15 

9 

11 

2 

3 

1 

50 

1 849-0 

4 

3 

2 

6 

5 

4 

0 

1 

0 

25 

1850 

2 

5 

6 

6 

9 

10 

0 

3 

2 

43 

1 850-O 

5 

4 

3 

10 

7 

8 

1 

5 

0 

43 

1851 

0 

1 

2 

6 

9 

9 

2 

1 

0 

30 

1851-0 

2 

6 

3 

7 

4 

4 

1 

1 

0 

28 

1852 

0 

5 

3 

17 

4 

11 

3 

3 

0 

46 

1852-0 

1 

4 

3 

3 

3 

8 

1 

0 

0 

23 

1853/53  NA 

0 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

0 

7 

0 

20 

1853  WA 

17 

21 

27 

34 

29 

23 

1 

6 

2 

160 

1853-0 

10 

8 

5 

20 

13 

11 

0 

3 

0 

70 

1854 

15 

16 

17 

24 

24 

15 

1 

3 

1 

116 

1854-0 

6 

5 

8 

14 

12 

11 

2 

1 

0 

59 

1855 

2 

5 

5 

15 

16 

12 

2 

5 

2 

64 

1855-0 

5 

2 

6 

12 

5 

2 

0 

1 

0 

33 

1855-S 

8 

4 

5 

12 

11 

5 

1 

2 

0 

48 

1856 

3 

5 

6 

24 

14 

13 

1 

3 

2 

71 

1856-0 

6 

2 

9 

11 

9 

10 

0 

4 

0 

51 

1856-S 

7 

7 

4 

14 

6 

8 

0 

2 

0 

48 

1857 

6 

5 

8 

27 

22 

8 

3 

5 

3 

87 

1857-0 

4 

8 

5 

13 

10 

14 

2 

3 

0 

59 

1857-S 

2 

2 

7 

8 

8 

6 

0 

2 

0 

35 

51 


AG-G 

VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

MS 

Proofs 

Date 

3-7 

8-11 

12-19  20-39  40-49  50-59  60-62 

63  + 

60+  Total 

1858 

5 

5 

9 

18 

26 

6 

4 

7 

4 

84 

1858-0 

2 

5 

5 

12 

10 

13 

3 

1 

0 

51 

1858-S 

7 

4 

11 

16 

8 

3 

1 

0 

0 

50 

1859 

2 

1 

11 

10 

15 

13 

0 

3 

4 

59 

1859-0 

4 

2 

7 

8 

9 

8 

1 

2 

0 

41 

1859-S 

4 

6 

3 

10 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

31 

1860 

4 

3 

4 

10 

10 

8 

1 

3 

5 

48 

1860-O 

0 

3 

10 

15 

12 

13 

1 

2 

0 

56 

1860-S 

4 

5 

5 

11 

4 

2 

1 

0 

0 

32 

1861 

6 

11 

5 

11 

18 

14 

4 

5 

3 

77 

1861-S 

8 

6 

4 

12 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

38 

1862 

5 

5 

6 

11 

9 

7 

5 

4 

4 

56 

1862-S 

5 

10 

5 

8 

5 

6 

3 

1 

0 

43 

1863 

5 

2 

4 

10 

6 

6 

2 

4 

4 

43 

1864 

1 

3 

2 

10 

9 

6 

1 

4 

4 

40 

1864-S 

1 

3 

3 

8 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

21 

1865 

4 

1 

6 

9 

5 

8 

0 

2 

7 

42 

1865-S 

1 

2 

2 

11 

6 

3 

0 

2 

0 

27 

1866 

0 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

5 

9 

27 

1866-S 

3 

2 

3 

5 

7 

1 

2 

1 

0 

24 

1867 

2 

1 

3 

9 

3 

4 

1 

2 

6 

31 

1867-S 

0 

2 

5 

10 

8 

1 

1 

0 

28 

1868 

1 

2 

4 

5 

8 

5 

1 

3 

7 

36 

1868-S 

8 

3 

7 

8 

8 

5 

1 

1 

0 

41 

1869 

3 

0 

2 

10 

5 

4 

1 

2 

9 

36 

1869-S 

5 

3 

9 

3 

9 

4 

0 

1 

0 

34 

1870 

2 

0 

4 

6 

10 

10 

3 

1 

6 

42 

1870-CC 

2 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

8 

1871 

2 

3 

6 

3 

8 

10 

3 

2 

10 

47 

1871-S 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

0 

19 

1871-CC 

0 

2 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

9 

1872 

2 

4 

5 

7 

12 

3 

3 

4 

4 

44 

1872-S 

1 

3 

4 

6 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

19 

1872-CC 

1 

6 

2 

6 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

19 

1873  NA 

1 

3 

5 

14 

13 

12 

2 

2 

7 

59 

1873-CC  NA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 873  WA 

3 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

1 

4 

6 

51 

1873-S 

3 

4 

4 

5 

9 

8 

2 

2 

0 

37 

1873-CC  WA 

0 

4 

2 

3 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

12 

1874 

2 

7 

5 

5 

7 

7 

1 

5 

6 

45 

1874-S 

4 

3 

5 

11 

1 

9 

0 

3 

0 

36 

1875 

8 

7 

8 

5 

11 

7 

2 

3 

6 

57 

1875-S 

6 

6 

10 

11 

4 

12 

2 

4 

0 

55 

1875-CC 

4 

4 

6 

9 

5 

8 

1 

2 

0 

39 
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AG-G 

VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

MS 

Proofs 

Date 

3-7 

8-11 

12-19  20-39  40-49  50-59  60-62 

63  + 

60+  Total 

1876 

13 

17 

16 

19 

15 

26 

4 

10 

c 
O 

1  0^ 

1876-S 

4 

4 

7 

1 1 

7 

10 

b 

5 

u 

0*+ 

1876-CC 

7 

15 

10 

25 

15 

12 

4 

6 

A 
U 

1877 

7 

10 

10 

10 

7 

A  O 

12 

0 

2 

O 

bo 

1877-S 

10 

8 

7 

15 

1  1 

10 

4 

8 

n 
u 

/  O 

1877-CC 

6 

7 

9 

15 

A  A 

1  1 

1 1 

3 

A  A 

1 1 

U 

/  O 

1878 

1 

5 

6 

13 

A  A 

1 1 

5 

3 

4 

c 
O 

Do 

1878-S 

1 

1 

6 

5 

1 

3 

3 

3 

U 

OQ 
^lO 

1878-CC 

3 

8 

3 

7 

1 1 

7 

2 

A 

4 

U 

/I  K 
40 

1879 

2 

0 

2 

3 

4 

— 7 

7 

2 

4 

4 

OQ 
ilO 

1880 

1 

1 

4 

1 

8 

2 

1 

7 

I 

on 
O^l 

1881 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

4 

2 

4 

A 

4 

OK 

1882 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

3 

0 

6 

-j  H 
1  1 

oo 

1883 

0 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

3 

4 

"7 

7 

1884 

1 

0 

1 

5 

3 

2 

3 

4 

1 U 

^y 

1885 

0 

0 

1 

6 

4 

3 

1 

6 

"7 

1 

OQ 

1886 

0 

0 

0 

A 

4 

3 

4 

3 

5 

A 

OQ 

1887 

0 

0 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

5 

6 

OO 

2o 

1888 

3 

0 

1 

2 

r— 

5 

4 

A 

1 

3 

4 

oo 

23 

1888-S 

1 

5 

3 

12 

7 

4 

3 

7 

0 

/I  o 

4^ 

1889 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

0 

7 

5 

OA 

oU 

1890 

4 

2 

5 

A 

4 

Q 
O 

b 

Q 
O 

7 

o 

o 

/lO 

1891 

11 

7 

b 

-7 

1 

"7 
1 

1 U 

0 

6 

A 

y 

DO 

1891-0 

4 

5 

5 

10 

6 

4 

0 

2 

0 

36 

1891-S 

4 

1 

6 

12 

6 

9 

4 

7 

0 

49 

Total 

409 

513 

623 

1076 

892 

800 

171 

345 

232 

5061 

The  number  of  uncirculated  coins  reported  in  this  survey  increased  by  a  sizable 
amount  from  the  1993  survey.  There  were  516  uncirculated  coins  reported  in  this 
survey  while  only  81  were  reported  in  the  previous  survey.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
in  the  current  survey  every  single  date  was  reported  in  uncirculated  condition  except 
the  1 859-S  and  1 861  -S  issues.  It  should  be  noted  however  that  no  example  of  these 
two  dates  has  been  certified  as  uncirculated  by  a  third  party  grading  service.  One 
of  the  respondents  had  almost  an  entire  business  strike  collection  that  averaged  out 
to  an  incredible  Gem  Uncirculated !  Another  respondent  had  relatively  few  coins,  but 
had  the  finest  examples  of  the  very  rarest  dates.  Both  of  these  collections  were 
indeed  very  impressive!  Clearly,  many  of  the  finest  pieces  for  every  date  are  currently 
in  the  hands  of  LSCC  members. 

In  terms  of  numbers  of  coins,  21  respondents  had  100  or  more  Seated  quarters 
with  one  member  reporting  more  than  500.  There  were  13  members  who  had 
between  50  and  99  coins  and  48  others  who  had  fewer  than  50  coins. 

Relatively  few  proofs  were  reported  in  this  survey  and  no  respondent  had  a 
complete  set  of  Seated  quarter  proofs  from  1857  to  1891 .  Three  collectors  needed 
5  coins  or  less  to  complete  this  set.  Although  no  proof  set  run  was  complete,  there 
were  a  number  of  coins  graded  PR-66,  PR-67  and  some  even  PR-68  with  Cameo  and 
Deep  Cameo  designations. 
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Third  Party  Grading 

There  were  1237  quarters  or  24.4%  of  the  reported  coins  that  were  certified  by  a 
third  party  grading  service.  As  the  chart  shows,  the  higher  the  grade,  the  more  likely 
a  coin  was  to  be  certified.  About  36%  of  the  AU  coins  were  certified,  while  over  80% 
of  the  uncirculated  and  Brilliant  Proofs  were  certified.  Those  coins  certified  in  the 
lower  grades  were  typically  the  rarer  dates.  Just  1 0  years  ago,  there  were  many  more 
raw  collections  of  Seated  coinage  to  purchase.  Now,  it's  quite  a  rare  occurrence 
when  a  raw  collection  is  available  to  the  public.  Any  raw  collection  that  a  dealer  or 
auction  house  has  for  sale  is  typically  sent  to  a  third  party  grading  service  before  it 
is  sold.  I  also  believe  that  the  advent  of  the  Registry  Set  concept  has  been  another 
major  driving  force  in  increasing  the  likelihood  that  higher  graded  pieces  will  be 
certified  by  a  third  party  grading  service. 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

MS      MS  Proofs 
AG-VG     F       VF       EF      AU    60-62    63+    60+  Total 

922      623    1076      892      800      171      345      232  5061 

16       27      122      162      291      103      323      193  1237 

1.74     4.33   11.34   18.16  36.38   60.23   93.62   83.19  24.44 


Business  Strike  Philadelphia  Mint  Quarters 


Average 

Median 

l  yyo 

Rank 

Date 

Total 

Grade 

Grade 

Total 

Rank 

1. 

1887 

17 

42.71 

Low  AU 

15 

3. 

2. 

1866 

18 

42.72 

High  XF 

18 

10. 

3. 

1884 

19 

41.79 

Low  XF 

23 

14. 

4. 

1886 

19 

50.00 

Low  XF 

16 

5. 

5. 

1888 

19 

38.63 

Low  XF 

16 

6. 

6. 

1853  NA 

20 

41.25 

High  XF 

12 

1. 

7. 

1881 

21 

41.00 

Low  XF 

23 

13. 

8. 

1882 

21 

40.43 

LowXF 

25 

16. 

9. 

1885 

21 

45.00 

LowXF 

17 

8. 

10. 

1883 

22 

37.86 

Low  XF 

18 

11. 

11. 

1879 

24 

42.38 

Low  AU 

39 

33. 

12. 

1867 

25 

33.16 

Medium  VF 

24 

15. 

13. 

1880 

25 

41.40 

Low  XF 

31 

25. 

14. 

1889 

25 

41.72 

High  XF 

25 

17. 

15. 

1869 

27 

34.56 

Medium  VF 

15 

2. 

16. 

1868 

29 

36.34 

Low  XF 

17 

7. 

17. 

1851 

30 

40.83 

Low  XF 

18 

9. 

18. 

1841 

32 

31.78 

Medium  VF 

27 

20. 

19. 

1 842  Lg  Dt 

33 

33.12 

Medium  VF 

16 

4. 

20. 

1865 

35 

31.43 

Medium  VF 

37 

32. 

21. 

1864 

36 

36.08 

Low  XF 

29 

23. 

22. 

1870 

36 

37.86 

Low  XF 

34 

29. 

Grade 

Reported 

Certified 

Percent 
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Average 

Median 

1993 

1993 

Rank 

Date 

Total 

Grade 

Grade 

Total 

Rank 

23. 

1840  WD 

37 

33.16 

ft  ft       I  •            \  /  f~- 

Medium  VF 

27 

19. 

24. 

1871 

37 

35.84 

Low  XF 

27 

OH 

21 . 

25. 

1863 

39 

32.82 

Medium  VF 

26 

A  O 

18. 

26. 

1874 

39 

32.64 

Low  XF 

28 

22. 

27. 

1890 

39 

37.36 

Low  XF 

30 

r\  a 

24. 

28. 

1872 

40 

33.80 

Low  XF 

57 

46. 

29. 

1850 

41 

32.90 

1                   W  P" 

Low  XF 

33 

r\—f 

27. 

30. 

1844 

43 

32.79 

Low  XF 

40 

34. 

31. 

1860 

43 

33.44 

ft  m       i  •            \  /  t— 

Medium  VF 

42 

35. 

32. 

1848 

45 

35.40 

Low  XF 

34 

28. 

33. 

1873  WA 

45 

29.22 

ft  a      i  *          \  / 1 — 

Medium  VF 

A  O 

43 

36. 

34. 

1843 

46 

37.57 

Low  XF 

a  r\ 

49 

A  f\ 

40. 

35. 

1852 

46 

35.28 

Medium  VF 

21 

12. 

36. 

1878 

48 

33.52 

Medium  VF 

44 

38. 

37. 

1849 

49 

35.71 

Low  XF 

35 

30. 

38. 

1838 

51 

29.51 

Medium  VF 

47 

39. 

39. 

1846 

51 

35.35 

Low  XF 

37 

31 . 

40. 

1875 

51 

27.96 

Medium  VF 

60 

A  /"\ 

49. 

41. 

1862 

52 

32.62 

Medium  VF 

51 

41 . 

42. 

1873  NA 

52 

35.29 

Medium  VF 

32 

26. 

43. 

1859 

55 

34.35 

Medium  VF 

56 

45. 

44. 

1845 

58 

31.93 

Medium  VF 

58 

48. 

45. 

1877 

58 

25.83 

Low  VF 

54 

42. 

46. 

1891 

59 

31.10 

Medium  VF 

57 

47. 

47. 

1855 

62 

35.40 

Low  XF 

55 

43. 

48. 

1856 

69 

32.16 

Medium  VF 

73 

52. 

49. 

1847 

70 

31.14 

Medium  VF 

56 

44. 

50. 

1861 

74 

32.92 

Medium  VF 

81 

54. 

51. 

1839 

78 

32.10 

Low  XF 

44 

37. 

52. 

1858 

80 

33.58 

Low  XF 

68 

50. 

53. 

1857 

84 

31.61 

Medium  VF 

71 

51. 

54. 

1854 

115 

25.85 

Medium  VF 

103 

55. 

55. 

1876 

120 

30.39 

Medium  VF 

80 

53. 

56. 

1 853  WA 

158 

26.99 

ft  ft  -  -1 1  v  / r— 

Medium  VF 

165 

56. 

Total 

2588 

33.28 

2279 

All  eleven  dates  from  1879  to  1889  appeared  in  the  top  15  Philadelphia  issues. 
Even  with  a  25%  increase  in  the  number  of  coins  from  the  1 993  survey,  these  dates 
actually  had  about  the  same  number  of  reported  examples.  The  four  other  dates 
included  in  the  top  15  were  the  1853  NA,  1866,  1867  and  1869  dates.  The  high 
appearance  of  the  1867  date  surprised  me  as  I  would  have  expected  the  1851  and 
1 852  issues  to  have  been  reported  less  often.  The  increased  frequency  for  the  1 842, 
1851,  1852,  1853  NA,  1868  and  1869  dates  over  the  1993  totals  indicates  that 
collectors  are  paying  more  attention  to  these  issues  and  being  more  aggressive  in 
acquiring  them.  It's  interesting  to  note  that  the  1872  and  1879  dates  were  reported 
much  less  frequently  than  in  the  1993  survey. 
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The  average  grade  and  median  grade  increased  for  most  of  the  dates  from  the 
previous  survey.  The  average  grade  for  many  of  the  1 879  to  1 889  issues  went  up 
by  1 0  points  or  more  from  the  1 993  survey.  The  highest  differential  was  for  the  1 881 
date  where  the  average  grade  went  up  by  more  than  1 9  points.  This  increase  can  be 
attributed  to  the  popularity  of  high  grade  specimens  and  these  coins  are  not 
particularly  difficult  to  find  in  AU  or  uncirculated  grades.  Many  of  the  leading  set 
builders  have  examples  of  these  dates  in  relatively  high  grades.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  the  change  in  the  median  grade  for  the  1 874  and  1 881  issues.  The  median  grade 
is  defined  to  be  the  point  for  which  half  the  examples  are  below  this  grade  and  the 
other  half  are  above  it.  In  1 993  the  median  grade  for  these  two  dates  was  just  a  Fine. 
The  new  survey  results  now  have  both  of  these  dates  with  a  median  grade  of  XF.  A 
number  of  the  1 879  to  1 889  issues  also  saw  their  median  grade  increase  from  Very 
Fine  to  as  high  as  About  Uncirculated. 

New  Orleans  Mint  Quarters 


Average 

Median 

1993 

1993 

Rank 

Date 

Total 

Grade 

Grade 

Total 

Rank 

1. 

1852-0 

23 

33.26 

Low  XF 

17 

3. 

2. 

1849-0 

25 

28.92 

Medium  VF 

19 

4. 

3. 

1842-0  Sm  Dt  26 

20.92 

High  VG 

13 

1. 

4. 

1851-0 

28 

27.86 

Medium  VF 

17 

2. 

5. 

1855-0 

33 

23.76 

Low  VF 

22 

5. 

6. 

1891-0 

36 

27.39 

Medium  VF 

26 

6. 

7. 

1859-0 

41 

31 .54 

Medium  VF 

32 

9. 

8. 

1850-O 

43 

32.16 

Medium  VF 

30 

8. 

9. 

1856-0 

51 

30.20 

Medium  VF 

40 

13. 

10. 

1858-0 

51 

33.75 

Low  XF 

43 

17. 

11. 

1847-0 

54 

25.06 

Low  VF 

29 

7. 

12. 

1842-0  Lg  Dt  55 

29.07 

Medium  VF 

40 

12. 

13. 

1 860-O 

56 

33.30 

Medium  VF 

44 

18. 

14. 

1841-0 

59 

28.78 

Medium  VF 

43 

16. 

15. 

1854-0 

59 

30.10 

Medium  VF 

54 

20. 

16. 

1857-0 

59 

32.20 

Medium  VF 

40 

14. 

17. 

1840-O  WD 

63 

26.59 

Low  VF 

35 

10. 

18. 

1843-0 

63 

22.76 

Low  F 

49 

19. 

19. 

1840-O  ND 

68 

27.43 

Medium  VF 

40 

11. 

20. 

1853-0 

70 

27.66 

Medium  VF 

68 

21. 

21. 

1844-0 

71 

23.89 

Low  VF 

41 

15. 

Total 

1034 

28.35 

742 

The  table  shows  that  the  rarest  six  New  Orleans  dates  are  the  same  as  in  the  1 993 
survey  with  the  1 852-0  date  now  taking  the  top  spot.  The  1 842-0  Small  Date  variety 
has  become  a  more  mainstream  date  with  more  set  builders  including  it  in  their 
Seated  quarter  set.  This  date  was  not  required  for  the  1 08  piece  date  and  mintmark 
set.  However,  all  four  members  with  complete  sets  had  examples  of  the  1 842-0  Small 
Date  variety.  There  was  a  sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  examples  of  this  date 
reported  compared  to  the  1993  survey.  Many  other  members  who  are  building  sets 
also  have  an  example  of  the  1842-0  Small  Date  variety  in  their  collections.  Other 
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issues  that  had  a  much  higher  number  of  coins  reported  in  the  current  survey  include 
the  1840-O  WD  and  1847-0  dates. 

Many  of  the  most  difficult  New  Orleans  quarters  saw  an  increase  in  their  average 
grade  of  over  5  points  from  the  1 993  survey.  The  1 849-0, 1 851  -0, 1 852-0  and  1 891  -O 
dates  were  in  this  group.  Many  of  the  six  finest  coins  for  each  of  these  dates  now  belong 
to  LSCC  members  and  were  reported  in  the  survey.  As  popular  as  the  1 842-0  Small  Date 
has  become,  the  average  grade  for  this  issue  actually  decreased  by  more  than  5 
points.  Other  dates  that  experienced  relatively  large  decreases  in  average  grade 
include  the  1 843-0  and  1 844-0  issues.  The  biggest  surprise  with  median  grade  was 
with  the  1 842-0  Small  Date  that  went  from  a  median  grade  of  low  VF  in  1 993  to  a  high 
VG  for  this  survey.  The  1 843-0  issue  also  went  from  a  low  VF  medium  grade  in  1 993 
to  a  low  F  for  the  current  survey.  Both  of  these  dates  had  a  much  higher  number  of 
coins  reported  in  the  current  survey  with  many  of  these  pieces  in  the  About  Good  to 
Fine  range. 

San  Francisco  Mint  Quarters 
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The  top  10  rarest  San  Francisco  quarters  are  the  same  as  in  the  1993  survey 
except  that  the  1 865-S  issue  has  replaced  the  1 861  -S  date.  The  1 860-S  issue  was  the 
rarest  date  in  the  1 993  survey  with  only  1 2  examples  reported  but  this  has  increased 
to  32  in  the  current  survey.  This  date  has  certainly  become  an  important  key  date  for 


57 


the  collecting  community  with  any  examples  offered  for  sale  quickly  absorbed  by 
enthusiastic  collectors.  Many  of  the  finest  known  1860-S  quarters  were  reported  in 
this  survey.  Yet,  the  average  grade  actually  went  down  5  points  from  the  1 993  survey! 
This  means  that  many  of  the  additional  examples  reported  were  in  grades  from  About 
Good  to  Fine.  The  1856-S  and  1861-S  dates  also  had  a  notable  increase  in  the 
number  of  coins  reported. 

The  key  1 864-S  date  had  a  noticeable  increase  in  its  average  grade  of  over  7  points 
from  the  1993  survey.  It's  interesting  to  note  that  the  other  issues  with  an  increase  of 
more  than  5  points  in  average  grade  were  the  1867-S,  1873-S,  1874-S  and  1891-S 
dates.  The  1 860-S  and  1 861  -S  issues  had  a  large  drop  of  over  5  points  in  their  average 
grade.  This  clearly  illustrates  that  collectors  are  searching  for  these  dates  in  any  grade 
and  actively  acquiring  them.  In  higher  grades  these  two  dates  are  truly  rare. 

The  median  gradeforthe  San  Francisco  dates  generally  increased.  A  sizable  number 
of  dates  went  from  a  median  grade  of  Fine  in  1993  to  Very  Fine  in  the  current  survey. 

Carson  City  Mint  Quarters 
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As  expected,  the  key  early  dates  retain  the  top  five  spots  in  the  Carson  City  table. 
But  surprisingly,  there  was  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  number  of  1870-CC  and 
1 871  -CC  quarters  reported  in  this  survey.  While  there  was  a  25%  increase  in  the  total 
number  of  coins  reported  from  all  mints,  the  number  of  Carson  City  coins  stayed 
relatively  the  same  compared  to  the  1993  survey. 

The  only  surprise  in  the  Carson  City  table  was  the  large  increase  in  the  average 
grade  for  1 873-CC  WA  coins.  This  is  easily  attributable  to  the  3  AU  or  better  coins  that 
were  reported  for  this  date. 

Conclusions 

With  four  collectors  already  completing  their  1 08  piece  date  and  mintmark  quarter 
set,  another  16  nearing  completion  and  an  unknown  number  of  others  working  on 
a  set,  there  is  a  strong  vibrancy  within  this  series.  A  growing  number  of  quarters  are 
garnering  astounding  prices  at  auction  due  to  high  quality,  great  rarity  and  undoubt- 
edly, higher  demand.  Collecting  by  branch  mint  has  also  become  more  popular  with 
sets  of  just  New  Orleans  or  San  Francisco  quarters  being  reported  in  this  survey.  It 
is  still  an  ambitious  project  to  put  together  a  New  Orleans  or  a  San  Francisco  Seated 
quarter  set. 
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Variety  collecting  has  also  become  a  more  popular  pursuit  in  the  series  in  recent 
years.  While  variety  collecting  has  been  popular  in  the  Seated  dime  and  half  dollar 
series  for  many  years,  there  is  increasing  interest  in  Seated  quarter  varieties.  The 
demand  for  popular  varieties  such  as  the  1 854-0  Huge  O,  the  1 856-S/S  and  the  1 873 
No  Arrows  Closed  3  quarters  has  resulted  in  large  price  increases  for  these 
interesting  coins  at  auction. 

While  the  results  of  this  survey  provide  some  valuable  information  on  the  quarter 
series,  one  must  keep  in  mind  that  this  survey  contains  but  a  small  percentage  of  the 
Seated  quarters  that  exist,  especially  for  the  more  common  dates.  I  would  be 
interested  in  receiving  comments  from  club  members  on  the  survey  data  presented 
in  this  article  as  well  as  on  ideas  for  other  statistics  that  would  be  useful  to  readers 
of  the  journal.  I  can  be  reached  at  Darrell.Low@att.net. 
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Rare  Seated  Coins  for  Sale 

QUARTERS 

1870-CC  SEGS  AG-3,  tooled  obverse  field,  cleaned   $5500 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1 836      Gobrecht  J-60,  XF-40,  dark,  nice  contrast   $8500 

1 836      Gobrecht  J-60,  PCI  AU-58,  cleaned   1 5,500 

1 836      Gobrecht  J-60,  SEGS  Proof-60,  cleaned   1 9,750 

1842      XF-40,  small  nicks  on  both  sides   280 

1857      AU-55,  nice   1950 

1860      AU-55,  sharp  strike   650 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1878-CC  ANACS  AU  net  XF  cleaned   $2550 


Five  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason  for  coins  in  unopened  holders. 

William  Rebhahn  •  LSCC#1688 

P.O.  Box  926  •  Port  Orford,  Oregon  97465 
Telephone:  (541)  332-1435 
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On  the  Cover 


The  covers  of  this  issue  present  beautiful  color  pictures  of  an  1 849-0  quarter  that 
has  been  graded  PCGS  AU-58.  This  coin  is  lustrous  with  attractive  original  toning  and 
is  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  extremely  rare  date  in  the  Seated  quarter 
series.  Examples  of  this  date  are  in  great  demand  and  a  coin  of  this  grade  and  quality 
would  bring  a  price  at  auction  well  above  its  listed  retail  value.  This  particular  coin  was 
purchased  in  a  private  sale  by  a  club  member  and  is  listed  in  the  club  census  on  the 
Seated  quarter  series  that  was  conducted  in  March  2007. 

The  rarity  of  this  date  requires  that  the  collector  be  aware  of  its  die  characteristics 
before  any  purchase  is  made.  There  is  only  one  die  pairing  for  this  issue  and  it  has 
some  easily  identifiable  features  that  can  be  used  to  authenticate  individual  coins. 
The  date  on  examples  of  this  issue  slopes  downward  from  left  to  right  with  the  tip  of 
the  shield  over  the  left  edge  of  the  8.  The  1  is  just  about  equally  spaced  between  the 
denticles  below  and  the  rocky  base  above  while  the  9  is  closer  to  the  denticles. 
However  the  most  critical  feature  for  1 849-0  quarters  is  the  extra  metal  around  many 
of  the  obverse  stars.  There  is  strong  doubling  on  several  points  of  the  6th ,  9th ,  1 0th ,  1 1 ,h 
and  12th  stars.  These  defects  are  unique  to  this  issue  and  are  key  features  that  will 
appear  on  all  genuine  examples  of  this  date.  This  coin  also  shows  the  standard  strike 
for  this  issue  with  clearly  detailed  stars  on  the  left  and  weaker  stars  on  the  right. 

The  New  Orleans  mintmark  is  high  up  near  the  arrow  feathers  and  the  olive  branch 
on  the  reverse.  The  mintmark  does  not  touch  these  features  but  it  is  very  close  to 
them.  The  mintmark  is  much  closer  to  the  feathers  than  to  the  R  in  the  denomination 
and  mostly  to  the  left  of  the  crotch  between  the  arrow  feathers  and  the  olive  branch. 

The  color  pictures  of  the  1849-0  quarter  that  appear  on  the  covers  of  this  issue 
were  taken  by  Jeremy  Katz  of  JK  Coin  Photography. 


 ^ 

Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Errors  Wanted 

I  am  interested  in  purchasing  Seated  quarters  with  major  die 
breaks,  coins  with  retained  cuds  or  full  cuds,  pieces  struck  from 
rotated  dies  or  coins  struck  from  shattered  dies.  Cuds  should  be 
in  the  field  area  of  the  coin  and  die  rotation  should  be  at  least  75 
degrees  CW  or  CCW.  I  am  interested  in  errors  from  other  series 
as  well.  If  you  have  any  error  coins  that  you  would  like  to  sell 
please  contact  Paul  Kluth  at  pcmdmp@msn.com. 

PaulKluth  •  LSCC#1994 
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Comments  on  the  Greatest  New  Orleans  Seated  Coins 

by 

Paul  Bradley 


The  New  Orleans  branch  mint  began  striking  silver  coins  in  1838  and  continued 
to  produce  them  beyond  the  end  of  the  Seated  series  in  1 891 .  Among  its  silver  issues 
are  a  number  of  notable  rarities  but  many  New  Orleans  coins  are  very  rare  in  mint 
state  due  to  heavy  commercial  usage  during  the  middle  of  the  19th  century.  A  large 
number  of  mules  were  also  produced  between  1 840  and  1 842  when  Seated  designs 
were  revised  and  date  logotypes  were  changed.  Economy  was  more  important  then 
quality  control  at  this  time  and  these  mules  are  typically  very  rare.  LSCC  members 
were  asked  to  vote  for  the  Ten  Greatest  New  Orleans  Seated  Coins  during  May  2007 
from  a  listing  of  seventeen  issues  that  were  selected  as  candidates  for  this  honor.  I 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  present  my  comments  on  the  selected 
seventeen  issues  before  the  results  of  this  survey  are  published  in  the  next  issue  of 
the  journal. 

1838-0  Half  Dime 

This  was  the  first  New  Orleans  half  dime  and  its  mintage  of  70,000  pieces  is  the  lowest 
of  any  New  Orleans  half  dime.  It  is  an  uncommon  date  but  it  is  not  as  rare  as  the 
1 844-0  or  1 853-0  No  Arrows  half  dimes.  There  are  about  two  dozen  known  mint  state 
examples  of  this  issue. 

1840-O  Transitional  Half  Dime 

This  is  a  mule  with  the  old  No  Drapery  obverse  and  the  new  Hughes  reverse.  It  is 
known  as  the  No  Drapery  V-6  variety.  This  interesting  transitional  variety  is  consid- 
ered to  be  rare  but  it  is  probably  more  often  available  than  some  of  the  other  mules 
of  this  period. 

1844-0  Half  Dime 

Despite  a  mintage  of  220,000  pieces  this  is  one  of  the  three  key  dates  in  the  Seated 
half  dime  series.  Most  of  the  available  specimens  are  in  average  circulated  grades 
and  it  is  virtually  unknown  in  mint  state  with  only  about  a  dozen  known  examples. 
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1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  Dime 

This  is  the  only  obtainable  No  Arrows  New  Orleans  coin  from  1853.  Mintage  of 
New  Orleans  silver  coins  had  dropped  dramatically  by  1851  because  their  silver 
content  was  worth  more  than  their  face  value.  However,  the  small  amount  of  silver 
in  these  coins  made  hoarding  and  melting  them  an  inconvenience,  so  they  continued 
to  be  struck  up  until  the  weight  change  in  1853.  Still,  only  about  a  dozen  mint  state 
examples  are  known. 

1838-0  Dime 

This  was  the  first  New  Orleans  dime  and  the  first  New  Orleans  coin  with  30  pieces 
delivered  on  May  7, 1 838.  This  date  is  popular  as  a  type  coin  and  it  is  rare  in  mint  state 
with  only  40  to  50  known  in  uncirculated  grades. 

1841-  0  Transitional  Dime 

There  are  two  varieties  of  this  mule,  one  with  a  Small  o  mintmark  and  the  other  with 
a  Large  0  mintmark.  Both  varieties  show  an  1841  Robert  Ball  Hughes  obverse  that 
was  used  with  an  old  closed  bud  reverse  from  1838  to  1840.  There  are  about  25 
known  examples  with  the  Large  O  mintmark  but  only  about  15  with  the  Small  o 
mintmark.  They  command  huge  premiums  over  the  regular  issue  1841-0  dimes. 

1860-O  Dime 

This  is  the  unquestioned  key  regular  issue  New  Orleans  dime  with  a  mintage  of 
only  40,000  pieces.  Examples  are  difficult  to  find  in  problem  free  condition  and  mint 
state  examples  are  extremely  rare.  Their  low  relief  caused  much  of  their  design  detail 
to  quickly  wear  away  so  that  high  grade  specimens  are  in  great  demand. 

1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  Quarter 

This  is  another  transitional  mule  for  the  period  from  1 840  to  1 842.  This  variety  was 
struck  from  a  new  With  Drapery  obverse  and  an  old  reverse  with  re-engraved 
denticles.  This  is  a  rare  and  interesting  variety  with  only  about  25  known  specimens. 

1842-  0  Small  Date  Quarter 

This  small  date  variety  was  created  due  to  a  change  in  the  size  of  the  date  logotype 
for  the  quarter  in  1 842.  This  variety  is  very  rare  in  grades  approaching  mint  state  and 
very  difficult  to  find  in  even  well  circulated  condition. 

1849-0  Quarter 

This  is  a  rare  New  Orleans  quarter  whose  mintage  was  apparently  included  in  the 
total  for  the  following  year.  Its  mintage  has  been  estimated  at  about  16,000  pieces. 
Most  of  the  known  examples  are  well  worn  and  this  date  is  extremely  rare  in  grades 
approaching  mint  state. 

1852-0  Quarter 

This  was  the  last  of  the  No  Arrows  quarters  from  this  branch  mint  and  it  is  much 
rarer  than  its  mintage  of  96,000  pieces  would  suggest.  Most  examples  of  this  issue 
were  melted  soon  after  they  were  struck  and  made  into  With  Arrows  coins.  Many  of 
the  known  examples  were  poorly  struck  and  have  problems.  Problem  free  examples 
are  difficult  to  find  even  in  average  circulated  grades  and  mint  state  coins  are 
extremely  rare. 


62 


1842-0  Small  Date  Half  Dollar 

This  small  date  variety  was  created  due  to  a  change  in  the  size  of  the  date  logotype 
for  half  dollars  in  1 842.  It  is  a  key  date  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series  that  is  extremely 
rare  in  grades  approaching  mint  state. 

1846-0  Tall  Date  Half  Dollar 

This  is  a  rare  variety  in  circulated  grades  and  very  rare  in  mint  state.  This  variety 
was  created  due  to  a  change  in  the  size  of  the  date  logotype  for  half  dollars  in  1 846. 

1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

This  is  the  ultimate  rarity  among  New  Orleans  Seated  coinage.  Only  three  well 
worn  examples  currently  exist  from  an  unknown  mintage.  New  Orleans  mint  records 
do  not  list  a  mintage  for  the  No  Arrows  variety  so  its  existence  constitutes  one  of  the 
great  unsolved  mysteries  in  U.S.  coinage.  This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Seated  coin 
listed  in  the  "100  Greatest  U.S.  Coins"  reference  book. 

1861-0  Half  Dollar 

This  is  the  highest  mintage  New  Orleans  coin  in  this  listing  but  its  story  is  unique. 
It  is  the  only  U.S.  coin  to  have  been  produced  by  three  governments:  the  USA,  the 
state  of  Louisiana  and  the  CSA.  The  CSA  die  crack  variety  is  in  great  demand  as  the 
only  collectible  coin  of  the  CSA. 

1 846-0  Seated  Dollar 

This  is  the  first  of  the  four  Seated  dollars  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint. 
Most  known  examples  are  well  worn  and  specimens  above  XF  are  rare.  There  are 
probably  no  more  than  about  30  mint  state  survivors. 

1850-O  Seated  Dollar 

This  issue  had  the  lowest  mintage  of  thefour  New  Orleans  Seated  dollars  at  40,000 
pieces.  It  saw  extensive  circulation  during  the  middle  of  the  1 9th  century  so  that  mint 
state  coins  are  quite  rare. 

I  have  attempted  to  provide  some  background  information  on  the  seventeen  New 
Orleans  issues  that  were  listed  as  candidates  for  recognition  as  the  Ten  Greatest  New 
Orleans  Seated  Coins  in  the  May  2007  club  survey.  I  hope  that  the  material  I  have 
provided  will  help  readers  recognize  the  rarity  and  significance  of  these  issues  when 
the  results  of  the  club  survey  are  published. 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  2008.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday  January  1 1 ,  2008  in 
Orlando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Orange 
County  Convention  Center  in  Orlando.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  given  in 
the  convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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Receipts 

New  Members   $  1,035.00 

Renewal  Memberships    7,809.14 

Advertising   120.00 

Purchased  Back  Issues   1015.00 

Donations   15.00 

Interest   642.06 

Total  Receipts  $10,636.20 

Total  Available  $21,489.14 

Disbursements 

Printing  $6,697.56 

Postage   3,027.57 

Office  Supplies   253.39 

Website   92.77 

Post  Office  Box  Rental   68.00 

Bank  Fees    33.00 

ANA  Membership  Dues   36.00 

Total  Spent   $10,208.29 

Cash  Balance  -  August  31 ,  2007  $11 ,280.85 


Len  Augsburger 

LSCC  Secretary /T reasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Liber  iv  fiEBTED  Collectbbs  (Jlub 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY   


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  61 14 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 

SttRttS 


LA- 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1849-0  Quarter  Graded  PCGS  AU-58 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  aree 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


